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Goats introducingTc i inhre- nestios'
New Wlind Shedsfor Frermantle-Question "works
andl Railways Report-Em ployrnent Brokters Bill:
com i Dee pro orn4-Industrial Statistics Bill
coittuittee, profor,ai-Cerneteries Bill, Aninu.
ment, on report-Sale or Liquors Act Amendment
Bill: in committee (resumed); Division on New
Clause-Motion: Pln. ad Reports .e Water Site

Cooljoaric-hamirtion Restriction Bill: first
redn-mported Labour Registry Bill; first read-

= gWidtit of Time Act Amendment Bill: first
redng-Ad journment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 7-30

o'clock P.1).

PRAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTlED.

By the MINISTER OP EDUCATION: Re-
port of the Education Department for
the year 1896.

Ordered to lie on the table.

MESSAGE-ASSENT TO BILL.

A message front the Governor was
received and read, assenting to the Perth,
0-as Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill (private).

tJ tESTION-PERTHFREMANTLE ROAD
(SOUTH SWAN).

AIR. HUBBLE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works, Whether the Government could
see their way to take any immediate steps
to make the Lower Canning Bridge
Road practicable for traffic between Perth
and Fremnantle.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:
The Government have, for several years
past, provided funds on the consolidated
revenue Estimates for the purpose of con-
tinuing the construction of this road
from both ends. The length of road still
to be constructed is 3T1 miles. If possible
a special grant will be made as usual this
year to the local boards to construct a
further section, but the Government can-.
not see its way to take immediate steps
to complete the work.

QUESTION-INTRODUCTION OF GOATS
AND TICK IN KIMBERLEY.

AIR. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, ask-ed the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Wh lether it was true that goats
were about to I)e introduced into West
Kimherley fromt East Kimberley; and, if
so, whether the Stock Department would

take precautions against the introduction

TuE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) replied :
I have been informed that 100 goats aire
to be introduced from Hall's Creek, to
West Kimberley. The Stock Department
has no power, uinder existing regulations,

to prevent their introduction.

QUESTION-NEW WHARF SHEDS FOR
FREMANTLE.

IMR. HUBBLE, for Mr. Higham., in
accordance with notice, asked the Director
of Public Works whether it was the in-
tention of his department to at once con-

Istruict the wharf sheds along the river
wharf at Fremantle.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. If. Piesse) replied
that it was not the intention of the Gov-
erniment to ait once construct the sheds;
butt the whole question. of arrangement of
wharfage at South Quay, which inichlde
provision for sheds, was being considered.

QUES'IION-WORXS AND RAILWAYS
REPOR'r.

MRt. ILLINGWORTH, by leave and
without notice, asked the Director of

FPublic Works when hie would be prepared
to lay upon the table the annual report
of the Works and Railways Departments.

TnE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Fiesse) replied:
The full report is completed, and is
being indexed to-day. I hope to be able
to lay it on the taible of the House not
laterthan Thursday next.

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS BILL.
COMMITTEE, PRO FORMA.

On the motion of Mr. BOST (in charge
of the Bill), the House went into com-
mittee for the purpose of adopting, pro
forind, certain amendments prior to dis-
cussion, and for having them printed in
the body of the Bill.
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Bill reported with amendments, and
ordered to be reprinted.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
COMMITTEE. PRO FORMA.

On the motion of Mr. BURT (in Charge
of tbe Bill), the House went into com-
mittee for the purpose of adopting, pro
formd., Certain amendments prior to dis-
cussion, and for having them printed in
the body of the Bill.

Bill reported with amnendmjents, and
ordered to We reprinted.

CEMETERIES BELL.
AMENDMENT ON REPORT.

On the order of the day for adoption
of thle report from committee,

Mn. BURT (in charge of the Bill)
moved, as an amendment to clause 33
(penalties for malicious injury to vaults,
monuments, &c.), to insert after the
word "cemetery" the words "or who
wilfully defaces or obliterates any device
or inscription in any cemetery."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New clause:
MR. B3URT moved that the following

new clause, to follow Clause 38. be added
to the Bill:-

The Governor may order the exhumation of
any corpse for the purpose of examination or
identification, or for the purpose of its being
buried elsewhere in accordance with the
wishes of the deceased or of his family; and
such exhumiation shall take place accordingly.

Put and palssed.
Bill reported with the further amend-

ments, and report adopted.

SALE OF LIQUORS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

[N COMMITTEE.

Bill further considered in committee.
New Clause:
Mn.LTEAXE moved that the following

new clause be added to the Bill:-
Section 32 of 44 Vict., No. 9, is hereby

repealed, and the following substituted in lieu
thereof:-If such licensing magistrate shall,
at any quarterly licensing meeting, have
refused any application for a publican's
general license, or for a provisional certificate,
such application shall not be renewed until
12 months after such refusal.
He said the thirty-second section of the
principal Act provided that anl application

for a license, if refused at any licensing
meeting, might be renewed at the follow-

Ing meeting. The object of the new
clause wan to stay for twelve mouths the
renewal of any refused application, and
thus prevent applications which were
really of a speculative nature. Ani
ajpplicant perhaps knew there would be
opposition, and anticipated refusal, hut
mighittry, by persistentapplication, to wear
out the patience of the licensing justices
and ultimately get alicense. Theeffeectof
the new clause would be that a person
would apply for a license only when he
could show necessity for a license for the
particular premises iii which he was in-
terested. Repeated applications were,
in many instances, a great nuinsance.
Within the last two or three days he
(Mr. Leake) had had a private commnuni-
cation fromt a well-known magistrate in
the country commending the new clause,
and pointing out that repeated applica-
tions for licenses were really a source of
great annoyance, and oly wasted thle
time of the court. Licenses were refused
on good, solid grounds; but magistrates
had no power to "send the applicants
down," as it were, for a term. It might
be thought, perhaps by sonic, that the
term of 12 months was rather too long.
He (Mr. Leake9 did not think so; but,
rather than lose the clause, he would be
disposed to adopt a shorter term. Unless

urged to that end, however, lie certainly
would press his proposal as now drawn.
The new clause did tnt involve any) im-
portant principle, and required no parti-
cular advocacy. Such a provision would
materially assist those who had to ad-
minister the licensing law.

Mn. BURT (late Attorney General)
said he did not quite understand whether
the new clause meant that the person
who had made the unsuccessful application
should not himself renew it, or whether
the application in itself for a particular
house was not to be renewed for 12
months.

MR. LEAKE said he desired the new
clause to apply to both applicant and
premises.

MR. BUR: The clause, at first sight,
might seemi somewhat desirable, but at
the same time there were several pro-
visions in the principal Act that proved
rather inconvenient to peolple making
applications for licenses. There was a
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clause providing that a license could not
be transferred till it had been held three
months. That clause had been repealed,
because it was found very inconvenieiit.
It seemied to him that the licensing, bench
should be able to mnake short work with
applications coming too frequently. There
might be cases in which it would be very'
desirable to renew at licentse before th~e
expiration of 12 months, An application
might have failed owing to somec technical
point; the applicant inight not have had
his plans complete, and his application
might. have been refused, although the
bench might have considered the appli.
cant a proper person, and might be willing
to grant t0e application if made ait som1e,
future time. Moreover, at the, rate we
were going at present1 there was no
reason, in sonic cases, why a license
should not be granted three or sir
months hence. To debar the premises
as well as the applicant for twelve
months would, in his opinion, be going
too far. The member for Albany had
an amendment coming on dealing with
deposits, that would do a great deal of
good in the way of stopping bogus appli-
cations. The bench should know ai bogus
application when they saw it: everybody,
outside seemed to know bogus applica-
tions when they saw them. The matter
ought not to give much treouhle. He
frequently heard. the subject discussed,
and a bogus application and a genuine
application were known immediately.
This amiendmnent went too far; and the
other intended amendment, providing for
a sum to be deposited, would meet all
the requirements of the case.

MR. ITLING WORTH: There wore
somec eases which would not be met by
the amendment as to a deposit. A
license might be resisted by people in a
certain district going to considerable
trouble and expense to oppose it, because,
in their opinion, it was undesirable that
another hotel should be located in their
midst. As soon as that feeling had been
allowed to die out, and while the people
in the district thought the license had
been refused, the applicant stepped in
quietly at the next quarterly meeting of
the bench, and no objection being then
made to the same application, because the
people were taken unawares, the license
might be granted entirely against the
wishes and against the knowledge of the

people. There was something of the
local I. ption principle in the Act-a con-
siderable amount of it, if onl v it were
put in operation. It was too much to
ask the people to comne up at every
quarterly meeting to oppose a license.
He knew cases in which applicants IlL'1

determinedly set themselves to have a
license, for which they had applied and
been refused three times previously, and
they proposed to apply at every quarterly
meeting o-f the benich. If at license wats
ref used, it should be quite sufficient for
the people to againi express their feeling
at the end of twelve mouths. He hoped
the member in charge of the Bill would
accept the amendment.

Ma. HUBBLE :Did the proposed
clauise refer to public-houses that had
hlcd a license for a length of time, or
only to new houses P

MnR. LEAKX:- In the case of prem~ises
previously licensed, the application would
be for the renewal of the license, whereas
the proposed addition applied only to
entirely new premises not already liceused.

MRt. GREGORY: If the term were
reduced to six months instead of twelve
hie would support the amendment. There
igh-t be reasons for refusing a licenlse at

a certain time in one of the outside
districts, and there might be reasons for
granting it at the end of three mionthis.

MR. WOOD was in favour of the
amendmnent as it stood. The local option
principle in the Act was a. dead letter
entirely. They, had tried in. West Perth
to stop the granting of a license, and
because every ratepayer did not sign the
petition, the magistrate granted the
license. He (Mr. Wood) was more inclined
to support the amendinent than to re-
duce the term.-

MR. RA SON was i n favo ur of reduci ng
the period to six months. A twelve
months prohibition might inflict great
hardship on the rapidly changing gold-
fields; as it certainly would, for example,
at Kanowna. Imagine a, magistrate
dealing with a license two or three
months ago ! It might have been argued
then that there was no room for more
hotels, whereas within this short period a
great demand had arisen for increased
accommodation. There being nothing
against the character of a previous ap-
plicant, the bench might be disposed to
grant hini a license ; but, if the proposed

i ' ale rf Liquors.Rill:
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amendment became law, they could not
do so, whereas a mere stranger would be
able to make an application and get a
license.

MR. JAMES preferred the amendment,
rather than any suggested alteration. He
could say, from personal experience,
that there was anl evil which could be
remedied only by the proposed proviso.
The object of the amendment was to pre-
vent applicants from rushing before the
magistrates on the mnere chance of getting
their applications; granted. If they did
not succeed, they frequently put up some-
body else to apply for the license; and,
if this nominee of theirs were successful,
they got all the benefit of it. If magi-
strates said to-day that there was no
need of any additional licensed premises,
why should a special benefit be given to
an applicant because something might
happen to-morrow which that applicant
could not have foreseenF He should be
judged by the circumstances existing at
the time that he made the application.
Kanowua bad been mentioned, but
Kanowita would not be prejudiced by
this amendment being adopted. The
amendment merely provided that, if a
person put. people to the expense of
resisting an application for a license, he
should not be allowed to come bef ore the
court again for another twelve months.

MR. VOSPER: A change in the
direction contemplated by the clause was
desired. At the same time, all goldfields
members, and those acquainted with the
goldfields, who recognised that sudden
changes of population took Place, would
see that some modification was necessary;
but he dlid not think the object sought
to be attained would be met by reducing
the term fr-om twelve mouths to six
months. The new clause might be
altered so as to mnake the matter optional
with thle magistrates. If the magistrates
thought the application was bon,! fide,
they could decide that the applicant
could come again in three or six months.
There might also he cases in which it
would be desirable to refuse an applica-
tion from a person for twelve months.

MR. WOOD : The new clause might
be altered to make it applicable to the
requirements of the goldfields.

MR. LEAKE :The clause might be
altered so that, in no circumstances,
should an application be renewed for six

months, but it might, at the option
of the magistrates, be permitted to be
renewed in twelve months.

MR. DOHERTY: According to, the
clause, only the individual was to be jpre-
vented from applyhig agai .

MR. IJEAKE: It wats proposed also
to meet the case in respect of the pro-
raises.

MR. MITCHELL: If the lion. member
hrought the time of renewal down to six
mouths, he would receive the support of
the majority of lion. members.

MR. BURT (in charge of the Bill):
There was no trouble in regard to the
individual, but there might be trouble in
regard to the piece of land or- the pre-
mises in respect of which the application
was made. People might not desire to
have a license in a particular locality;
but if the piece of ground or premises
wvere to be licensed at all, the persons
opposing the license might not care who
held the license, the objections being
gener-ally directed to the locality. The
new clauise might be limited so that thle
application could not he renewed iii res-
pect of the same piece of land. It would
he well to add a pr-oviso excepting. the
goldfields fromt the operation of the clause.

MIR. \TOSPER: The goldfields did
not require that. The same nuisances
that occurred near the coast occurred
on the goldfields. They had the specu-
lative license-mionger there.

Mn. ILLING WORTH hoped the
committee would adopt the suggestion to
except the goldfields altogether. The
new clause would then meet the wishes
of the committee.

MR. DOHERTY: How would it be
possible to deal with at rush from one
part of a goldfield to another, where it
was necessary to have a way-side house,
or a house of accommodation for people
travelling?

MR. VOSPER: There was no possi-
bility of obtaining freehold land on the
side of the road on a goldield. A man
had to take out a business license, and if
lie could not obtain a liquor license for
the piece of land in r-espect of which his
business license was taken out, hie could
get another piece of land a dozen yards
away and apply again.

MR. BURT moved to atncbd the new
clause by striking out all thle words af ter
"' renewed," and inserting the following



S'el ofLipon Bll: L~ oVEMER,189.: i uomnmitte. 345

words: "ITn respect of the same premises
or any part thereof, until six miouths
after such refusal, and, if the licensing
magistrates so order at the time of such
refuLsal, until twelve Mouths there-
after",

Amendment put and pa.Ssedl, and thle
new clause, as amrended, agreed to.

New c.lause-Serving drink to youing
person .

MR. LEAKE moved that a newv clause
be added to the Bill as follows:- " Section
12 of 50 Vict., No. 26. is hereby amended
by striking out the words -14 years' and
inse rting' l 6years.' Hesaid the amend-
ment would raise the age in the Act-f rom
14 to 16 years.

MR, MONGER:- Was the hen. mai-
ber never inside a hotel before he was
sixteen ? The principle of thle amienld
meat was ridiculous.

Mit. QUINLA.N : Some provision
should be made to punish parents who
sent their children to hotels at that age.
The later a person learned to drink, the
better.

MRt WOOD : How would this clause
affect boys employed in hotels?9

Mn. VOSPER:- The emiploymlent ill
hotels of boys under sixteen ought to he
prevented by law.

MR. RUBBLE: A boy staying with
his parents in a public-house might be
affected under this clause.

Put and passed.
New Clause-Deposit on application

for provisional certificate:
MRt. LEAKE moved that a new clause

be added to the Bull as follows :
Wheniever any application shall he made

for a provisional certificate, the applicant
shall deposit with the licensing magistrates a
sum eqnal to Five pounds per centum of the
estimated cost of the building proposed to be
erected and licensed, which said sum shall be
repaid to the applicant on the completion of
such building, and the performance of such
conditions as may be imposed by the licensing
magistrates; or if the said building is not
commenced or completed within sncb times as
the licensing magistrate may prescribe, the
said deposit shall be forfeited.
Hon. members would notice that the
clause, as drafted, provided for the
deposit of a sum equal to five per cent.
of the estimated cost of the building;i
but lie was not wedded to any particular
sum, nor would he insist onl five per cent.
being deposited, though it appeared to hint
that this percentage was perfectly fair,

as it was equivalent only to an architect's
coununison. The clause could hurt no-
body; for it merely. ensured that, when
an application was made and a provisional
order gran ted, the app] icanbimu st proceed
with the work forthwith, or forfeit the
deposit. He had known several instances
where licenses had been hawked about;
and, when the successfuil applicant found
himself unable to sell his land with the
provisional license attached to it, lie had
abandoned the idea of erecting a building.
The deposit, would ensure the bond fides
of the P~ersoni ucllrIg a provisional
license, and would prevent the practice of

-speculatin g ini s uch lie-nses. It was well-
known that the applications. for pro-
visionalI licenses were growing more
nut nerous at each successive licensing
meeting, and half of them were not boind
fide. This was unfair, not only to the
publicans already in business, but also to
the public.

MRt. tYA.LI HALL: This new clase
appeared to be rather amnbiguous. Did
it mean that,. so long as the building was
comimenced within the timue specified, the
deposit would be. returned? The clause
read : -If the said building is not comn-

umenced or comipleted," &c.
Ma. LEAKESsaid his intentionL was that

the building must 1)6 comipleted.
Mr. LYATILL HALL: Instead of the

word " shall," the word " may" should be
substituted. They all knew how difficult
it had been to complete buildings in the
co1lny during the past two or three years;
and a person building a hotel might,
through no fault of h-is own, be unable to
finishi the building within the prescribed
time.

MR. GREGORY: It would be better
to strike out the words " commenced or,"
and to substitute the word " may" for
"Shall," so as to mtake the latter parnt of

the clause read : "or. if the said building
is not completed within such time as the

Ilicensing magistrate may prescribe, the
said deposit may b e forfeited." He knew
there had been ;on siderable traffic: in
provisional licenses, with a view to Sell-
ing at anl increased price.
I Mu. DOHERTY: The amiounit of the

*deposit should bh- 10 per cent. instead of
five. The existing system, by which
persons were asked to buyv licenses and
pay bonuses of one thousand to two
thousand pounds, was disgraceful. A
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deposit of 10 per cent, would be a
guarantee of good faith.

MR. MITCHELL: Five per cent.
ought to be quite sufficient; but the
word " commenced"- was rather objection-
able, because a person might commtence
the building to-day and leave off' to-
morrow. He should be compelled not
oniy to commence, but to finish.

Ma. LEA KE: The object of the cleuse
was not only to force the licensee to comn-
plete the build ing if he (lid conimence it,
but also to compel him to comnnence it
within a certain time, so that there should
be uio unnecessary delay. The clause was
double-barrelled, and not merely alter-
native. The license was to be forfeited
if the building had not been commenced ;
and the license could also bpe forfeited if
the building was cornmienced and not
completed.

Mn. RASON: Whatever the amount
of thle deposit, it would be an addition to
thle cost of the building.

Mn. LEASE : No. It would be returned.
MR. RASON: The licensee would be

deprived of the money in the meantime.
A deposit of 10 per cent. would un-
doubtedly be a hardship, and hie would
oppose any increase beyond .5 per cent.

Ma. EWING: According to the
principal Act, as interpreted in cases
which bad eone before the Supreme
Court, the licensing justices could not
fix a time for the commencement of
the building of premises provisionally
licensed. Their power -was limiited to the
dimensions and the materials of construc-
tion. and no conditions as to time could
be imposed. The Act specified twelve
months as the period within which the
licensed premises must be completed,
and the judges held that the licensing
justices had no power to impose any
condition as to time. The limitation
now proposed as to the commencement
or completion of a building should make
the law clear on this point. If the corn-
nmittee desired to amend the existing
Act as to the time of commencing or
cornpltetiug the building of licensed
premises, such amendment should be
made directly, anid not be left to be
gathered by implication.

A Mnasse: The committee were
mnaking law.

MR. BEWING: Then the committee
ought to make the law clear. Otherwise

the clause would only promote litigation
and the piling up of costs. The clause,
as worded, would lead magistrates to
believe they had a power which reallyv
did not lie with them.

MR. LEAKE thanked thle Liou. uatem-
ber for the S wanl for h is suggestion. The
difficulty, however, might be mnet by
affiring the principle, aiid, as the Bill
had to he recommitted, further provision
mightbetmade to nieettheobjections raised.

Ms. BURT: The new clause provided
that the deposit should be repaid uder,
certain contingencies as to the commence-
mient and comupletion of the buildinig;
but, if the man did not get thle license,
there Was nO rovisionl for the return of
the money.

Ma. LEAKE: The clause would also
have to he altered slightly in other
respects, and that could be done onl
i-c-committal. In the mneantimne lie would
re-draft the clause.

M.. WALLACE: The trafficking Inl
licenses was such that he supported the
suggestion to increase the deposit to ten
per cent.

Mn. KENNY: A great deal of traffick-
ing had been done in provisional licenses.
He had in his mnind a case where a manl
procured a provisional license, and having
failed, after hawking it all round, to get
his price, he simply prevented others
erectin g a, hotel in that particular district.
When the twelve months were up this
inan renewed his application, and at last,
after twvo years, lie sold the right to the
license without the proceedings having
cost him sixpence. The deposit ought cer-
tainlv, to be increased to ten per cent.

Ms. BURT suggested that the hion.
member for Albany should bring up a
re-drafted clause on the report.

MR. LEAKE asked leave to withdraw
this new clause for the time being, in
order to afford him an opportunity of
proposing a re-drafted provision on the
report of the committee.

Clause, by leave, withdrawn.
New clause-Female serving liquor.
A. LEAKE proposed the following

new clanse -
Any licensed person who shall permait any

wcenan or girl to sell or serve liquor on his
licensed premises; shall be. liaNo to a penalty
not execeding £50.
This clause, he said, mlight introduce
debatable miatter. Tile proposed pro-

[ASSEMBLY.] in, 001maillee.
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vision had the merit of novelty. That
was no reason, however, why' it should
not be discussed in order to ascer-
tain the views of the committee. The
effect of the new clause was to pro-
ibit the employment of harmaids in

the public bars of hotels ; and such
a clause would he for the benefit,
not oniy of the barmnaids, but of the
general public. He did not know whether
the clause would affect the lu)uhica)s, but
no doubt those engaged in the trade had
some advocates in the committee. But
so far as he understood fronm conversa-
tions and inquiries, the publicans them-
selves were evenily divided in opinion on
this question. The nlew clause, as worded,
would appear to prohibit any woman
under any circumstances serving liquor
in a hotel. The clause would not, how-
ever, apply to a woman who held a general
license; at any rate, it was not intended
to so apply. An unmarried woman
mighbt, under certain circumstances, bold
a license, and it was not mneant that such
a, woman should be prohibited from
serving liquors in her own hotel. First
of all, a, general license under the princi-
pal Act enabled a licensee to sell liquor
in any quantity on licensed premises, and
the new clause would not, of course, nega-
tive that provision; nor would tile new
clause extend to the wife of any licensed
person.

AN Bbs. MEMIBER: What about the
daughters of licensees;

Xa. LEAKE : It was just an wecll to
keep the daughters of licensees, as well
as other ladies, out of trouble. It ought
to be clearly understood that in moving
this new clause he made no attack what-
ever on that particular class of persons
known as barmaids. St, far as he knew,
they were, and always had been, ladies
entitled to the respect of the community;
and he was happy to say that, in thle
majority of instances, they were treated
with respect. This new clause was
brought forward as mnuch in the interests
of the barmaids as in the interests of
any other persons. The terms of the
employment of bat-maids forced them
into surroundings which were hardly fit
for any woman, whether she were of grood
or bad character. It was not desirable
to see women, who should be respected,
liable to anything like an affront or
insult.

AN lON. MEMBER: 'What about the
extension of the franchise to women P

AIe, LEAKE: It wvas not desirable
that the discussion should be led into
anyv side issue, such as that of the
women's franchise. At the present time
there was no limit whatever to the age
at which women might. be employed in
this peculiar capacity of barmnaid. If the
vocation were restricted to women of a
ce-tan age6, objections might not be
raised. Girls of tender y-ears, as well as
Women Of miaturer YcaI',, might be, and
were, employed in serving liquors behind
bars. This was not an ennobling occu-

Lpation. It surrounded womnen with men
in various stages of intoxication, and

Iforced those women to listen to con-
iversations which might be loose or
offensive. It was true that it was
the business of barnalaids, when any-
thing unpleasant took place, to close
their ears and take no notice; but
circumstances did arise when undesirable
remarks must be forced on their atten-
tion. The desire was to place women
beyond the possibility of affront or insult.

IThe number of young ladies employed in
bars was not so large that the clause
would do any very great injustice, nor
were they necessarily debarred from em-
ploymni in other capacities. It was

Iopen for those ladies to take other occu-
Ipatious in a licensed house. Matters of
housekeeping cotild be looked after by
them, and there were such positions as
that of housemaid open to them. The
clause did not altogether exclude women
from licensed premises, hut simply pre-
vented them from dealing out liquors.
Ladies had, for sonic men, attractions
which in many eases were irresistible.
He did not wish in any way to place a
bar upon those attractions when exercised
in a proper and leg1itimiate manner or
place; but he did not think it was a nice
idea to have women in a public room to
be looked at, and to be treated in the off-
h~and manner which ladies in that position
had often to submit to. [A MEMBER:
Withdraw.] He would press this matter
to a division; and, if hie had not intended
to do so, be would not have brought it
forward. It was not a subject to scoff at
or play with in public.. He knew some
hon. members would like to laugh this

Isubject out of the House, but hie dial-
Ilenged them to try and do it. They were
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in committee now, and he would meet the
witticisms of lion. mnembers with argu-
inents. The worst principle in connection
with the employment of barinaids was
that, against their will and unconsciously,
they were used as decoys ; not perhaps to
attract men of mature years like himself
and those whom he saw around him, but
young men who had perhaps just left
school, young men wyho had just accepted
some position of trust, young men in
public offices and lbanks and so forth. If
hoil. members would carry their recollec-
tions back 15 or 20 years, they would
remember what the susceptibilities of
young men were, and how easily in certain
circumstances they mnight be gulled-
not gulled necessarilyI by the deliberate
devices of designing females, but in c;On-
sequence of their own inherent weakness.
It was not pleasant, if one had to go into
these public places, to see them filled
with young men who had mnuch better be
at homne with their mothers and sisters.
He was not going to ioralise :lie
did not want to take his stand on any
false sentiment at all, but mnerely onl
the ground that such an amendment
as he proposed would do good to
the general community, andl would
possibly prevent the inordinate drinking
that went on in Perth and in the colony
generally. The incentive to drink was
quite sufficient for the ordinary thirsty
individual, without the further attraction
which attended the employment of bar-
maids. It might perhaps be in the in-
terest of publicans to employ young
ladies as barmaids because they attracted
men, and younig men particularly, and
enabled the publican to sell more drink
than he otherwise would, and impelled
men to drink miore than they wanted.
He did not wAish to prevent drinking in
moderation, and lie was not a prohibition -
ist. They knew that many of these girls
had to submit to many and great incon-
veniences; that they had long hours and
smnall pay; and if hion. members were to
Canvass the public-houses in Perth,' and
could get accurate information from the
barmnaids, they would find that the hours
were long and arduous, and that the girls
were kept to their work not merely during
those hours which were recognised as
lawful for the sale of liquior, but, after the
bar was. closed, they were kept there
attending to what might be called the

illicit sale of liquor, and they then he-
camne, unconsciously, agents for further-
ing breaches of the law.

A MEMBER: There was a remedy
already for selling after hours.

Mn. LEAKE: There was a penalty,
bunt that was not a remedy. If females
could be legitimately employed in other

i capacities about licensed houses, why
should they not be so employed ? He
had brought the question forward with
the intention of testing the feeling of the
House 'in it, and lie was going, to press

Iit to a division.
MAft. RASON : The remarks just mnade

reminded him of the old couplet:

He kicked thai down stairs with such a sweet
Tygrate,

Theytight think be was binding them up.

IThat couplet accurately described the
attitude of the hoil. member with respect
to barinaids. The lion. member had
assured the commiittee lie had not a word
to say against harmnaids, and that his
endeavouir to take away their means of
livelihood was, onily out of the kindest
feelings towards thiemi. The admiration
and regard which the hon. member pro-
fessed for females acting as bar-maids
were limited to the ease of the young
unmnarried female who was paid to sell

16 liquor in somebody else's house.
Mn. LEASE: The muarried woman, the

J wife of a publican, had someone to pro-
tect her.

MR. RA SON : But there was no one to
protect the single woman selling liquor
in her own house. The young and help-
less members of the muale sex who were
said to he decayed by the attractions of
bat-maids, and whose helplessness so ex-
cited the sympathies of the hon. member,
were well able to take care of themselves.
There was no practical reason why respect-
able young women should be deprived of

*their means of livelihood in the manner
Iproposed. While the hon. member

would prevent them from serving behind
a bar, he would allow them to act as
housekeepers or servants on licensed

*premises, where they would he subjected
to the same treatment as behind the bar.
[Mn. LEASE: Certainly not.] The em-
ployment of barmnaids rather lessened
the .evil to which the hion. member had
drawn attention; for however low a. man

1might have sunk, yet, in the presence of
a femuale, hie would be prevented, more or
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less, from using such bad language as he
might use unrestrainedly if only men
were present. The member for Albany
had insinuated that if barinaids were not
employed, so much liquor would not be
sold. But he (Mr. Rason) did not
believe that the serving of liquor by bar-
men would reduce the amount of
drinking. No good could ensue from
the motion if carried. The employment
of barinaids, if anything, was a good
thing. Barmaids certainly kept their
bars cleaner and more respectable than
the average barman. In this colony the
average barman was one of the worst
creatures he bad come across. In the
interests of the public, and the many
females who gained a respectable liveli-
hood as barmaids, he would oppose the
new clause.

MR WOOD: The member for Alba ny
had fully recognised the difficulty he
was in, In dealing with this new clause.
He (Mr. Wood) objected to the system
of barniaids entirely; but a vested
interest had grown up in this colony, and
as there were now between 1,000 and
1,500 bar-maids here, that number should
not be thrown out of employmuent,
all at once. If the lion. memiber altered
his amendment so as to miake a limit
of time iii which to carry the clause
into effect, hie (Mr. Wood) would sup-
port it. The system of barmaids could
not be defended on any ground whatever.
The girls behind the bars had to listen to
bad language used in the bars. He had
not a word to say against the harrmids,
who were what the men made them. On
the question of long hours and the want
of accommodation, he agreed with the
member for Albany; for he knew that
girls in bars had to work until one and
two in the morning, and had to sleep two
or three in a room. They were fed badly,
having to sit down with the " boots " and
the ostler to their meals. Their Position
was not at all a happy one. He did not
believe that barmaids could always get
other employment, after having been
employed in a bar. Their own sex turned
against them, which was the great diffi-
culty-they had to contend against.

MR. VOSPEE was inclined to agree
with the remarks just made, especially in
regard to the limit of time. A similar
clause to that proposed by the bon.
member for Albany was passed in the

South Australian Assembly, although he
believed it was rejected af terwards in the
Legislative Council of that colony.
What were hotels really intended for?
They were intended as a place of accom-
mnodation for man and beast. Hotels
were not regarded by the law as places
for the dispensing and the sale of liquor;
still less for pushing the sale of that
liquor. In what vay did the presence of
barmaids contribute towards the better
accommodation of ally man or any beast,
except the " beast " known as the bar-
loafer? Tf a l icense was granted to
enable a man to push the sale of

-drink, and drink only, there would be
some reason for the existence of
barmnaids, because barmaids did. help
to increase the sale of liqtuor. Bar-
maids were certainly an inducement to
many young men to go into an hotel, and
were supposed to keep) men in conversation
as long as they co,.dd. so thatthensennsight
consume more drink. The barmaids acted
as decoys in the first place, aud they detain-
ed the customiers in the second. The more
liquior was consumed, the more crime, and
lunacy, and disease would be in our midst:
therefore, it was well within the provinhce
of Parliament to discuss this mnatter. He
agreed that the associations of a lbar were
not fit for women. Some men frequented
bars who were not fit to associate with anyIwoman, and such men hung about bars
and insulted the barnunids, who occupied
a peculiarly helpless position. If a man
insulted a barmaid openly, there was
possibly someone amongst those in the bar
who would protect her; but a man could
lean across the bar and whisper the worst
filth imaginable to a barmaid, and she had
no protection. If she complained to the
landlord about the treatment received, she
would probably be told that she was too
particular for the business, and had
better go. The result wats that she had
to lose her bread and butter. He believed
the majority of barmaids were decent, re-
spectable girls. There were as many decent
girls engaged in this trade as in any other
occupation. He did not say barmaids
were better than any other class. Some
bar-maids, and particularly those em-
ployed in private bars, were not of the
most scrupulous character. Those who
would stand most insults from the cus-
tomers were probably the most successful
barmaids. Hon. members should deal
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with barmaids in the same way as they
would deal with their own female, rela-
tives. Would any hion. member like to
see his wife, daughter, or sister employed
behind a bar ? If he would not, then he
should protect all wvomen in the same
way as lie would p~rotect his own relatives.
It was the duty of the committee to legis-
late for othiers as they would legislate for
themselves. A remark had been made
that an attempt to pass this clause was
an interference with the individual rights
of women; in other words it was upset-
ting the theory of women's rights,
because all occupations possible should
be thrown olpen to wvomen, and they
should be placed on equality with men in
every respect,. But although women
claimed certain rights which men were
not disposed to give them, yet they
dlid iiot forfeit the protection of men.
The position of women in bars, in this
city and elsewhere, was almost as degraded
as that of the females formerly employed
Jn collieries, though it did not look so bad
to the eye. In regard to the long hours
of labur in some of the hotels of Perth,
the system was no better than disguised
whiteslave-y. There was a cleardistinction
between an ordinary barmaid and a land-
lady attending in her own bar. The latter
was generally married, and thus had the
advantage of a husband's protection.
She could regulate and control the house,
and could call on her servants to eject
any person insulting her; whereas a mere
dependent would not complain in such
circumstances, lest she should forfeit her
position. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Wood) had said barmaids were
frequently prevented from obtaining
other employment owing to the objec-
tions which women generally had to
them. That perfectly true statement
was one of the best conceivable argu-
ments in favour of the abolition of
barmaids. This general objection to
barmaids on the part of their own sex
was a proof that women knew by experi-
ence or by instinct that the business of
minding a bar was not a fit and proper
occupation for a. respectable girl to be
engaged in. Of course the faults of the
system were not fairly chargeable to the
individual; but the fact that so many
women looked with aversion on barmaids
was a proof that there was something
radically wrong in the system. He was

not in favour of the immediate abolition
of barmnaids. A fair method of dealing
with them would be on the system pro.
posed in the South Australian Parlia-
ment, by granting licenses to all bar-
maids engaged in the colony at the time
of the passing of the Act, and to issue
110 further licenses whatsoever. Thus the
existing barniaids would gradually die
out, and their places would be filled by
men.

MR. A. FORREST: Thelhoa. member
who spoke last had placed the subject
before the House in a very one-sided way.
One would think that the fact of a
woman being at barmaid was a blot on
her character. [Ma. VosPER said he
had not said so.] The lion. member
was strongly opposed to competition from
Asiatic labour; yet he wished to drive
some 1,500 or 2,000 white ladies out of
empJloyment. Hie appeared to consider also
thait ladies who served in bars lost caste;
bitt sonmc of the leading men in this
colon 'y had got married to women who
were formerly bitrmnaids, and very good
wives they became. It was no discredit

Ito a woman that she had to stand behind
a bar and run the risk of being insulted.
Their own wives and daughters could
not walk, the streets of Perth or of any
other city without hearing things that
they should not hear. There was no outcry
against barmaids in other parts of the
world, and it was a waste of time to
discuss the question here. He would
rather be served in a bar by a lady than
by a man with a pipe in his mouth and
his sleeves rolled up. The committee
should resent this attempt to interfere
with the liberty of the subject in Western
Australia. He did not think the member
for Albany (Mr. fLake) could be in
earnest in proposing the new clanse.
Hon. members would not be led away by
such clap-trap as the statement that a
lady was not safe behind a bar. Why
should women be turned out of employ.
nient in favour of men? The two sexes
had an equal right to exist.

M R. LEAKE rose to explain that the
new clause merely affirmed a Tprin~ciple.
He had no objection to recognising ex-
isting contracts, if the House desired to
do so.

Mn. JAMES: The memnber for North-
East Coolgardie, had put the matter
of barmaids in a very proper light. If



Sal ofLiqorsBil: Nv~mER,189.' in commnittee. 351

any of their own lady relatives were
inclined to seek employment in a bar,
hon. members would do their best to pre-
vent it.

MR. A. F ORREST: So they would
if female relatives wanted to work in a
factory.

MR. JAMES : And so they' would if
femnale relatives desired to take in wash-
ing; but members would struggle more
strenuously' to prevent their femrale rela-
tives from becoming barmaids than from
working in a factory or laundry. This
suggested that there was something in
connection with the occupation of a bar-
maid which did not commend itself to
their judgment. No hionourable lnan
would say that every) barmaid was a
wicked woman ; but any woman in the
position of a barmaid was exp)osed to great
temptations; and onl thatground alone the
committee would be justified in passing
the clause. Having due regard, however,
to the interests of those now following
the occupation, he moved, as an amiend-
ment to the clause, that after the word
"girl" there be inserted the words, " other

than the holders of licenses hereinafter
mnitioned." His object was to give a
license to everyone at that time empJloyed
as a barmaid, and to issue no further
licenses. Women were employed in this
capacity because they were more attrac-
tive than men, as was evident from the
speech of the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest). They acted, to a large
extent, ais decoys.

MRt. A. FORREST Said he had not said
so.

.Ma. JAMES : The honl. member's
speech had made it clear that such was
the case.

MR. EWING : Credit should be given
to hon. members for being serious when
they brought forward a proposal, whether
that proposal were differed from or not.
While it was true that the occupation of
a lbarnmaid was one which men would not
Seek for their sisters or relatives, yet there
were many occupations that would not
be suited for sisters or relatives, although
these were occupations which must he,
and ought to be, allowed to those who
chose to fill them. Was any serious
wrong done to the community by allow-
ing women to be employed in bars, if
women desired to be so employed?
WTomen were not subject to much worse

influences in bars than they were in many
other conditions of life. Many women
suffered in a degraded home life, solely
on account of the men who Were there.
Instead of legislating for the abolition of
barmaids, it would be better to legislate
for improvement in the conduct of men,
not only towards barmaids, but towards
women generally. There were many good
women in bars; and, in fact, the atmo-
sphere of a bar was considerably purified

Iby the presence of women, who checked a
Igreat deal of evil which would otherwise
exist; a6 woman's presence being, there-
fore, not so much an evil US a blessing to
the community.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): This subject was not very
enticing; but, occupying the positiou he
did, he could not remain silent in this
discussion. While recognising a great
deal of truth in the observations of the
member for North-East. Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) and of the nmeimber for Albany
(Mr. Leake), yet he was not going to
vote with those gentlemen when the
division took place. He looked on this
mnatter inl a somewhat different light
from that of those members, who were
on the wrong tack in the mode of
procedure they advised the committee to
take. If the employment of barmaids
was not as pure as it should be, the
endeavour should be in the direction of
altering that state of affaii-s, rather than
in prohibiting women frMl engaging in
the business. If it were admitted that
in this colony there was allowed to be
cardied on a trade in which it was unfit
for a wvoman to take part, it became the
duty of Parliamnit to alter the conditions.
Ever since he bad anything to do with
public affairs, he had objected to, or at
any rate had not supported, legislation
Which found little or no place in the older,
more civilised. more enilightenled, and more
cultured parts of the world. In the old
country, which was the centre of our
civilisaion, where the arts and sciences
flourished, and in all the great countries
of Europe. with their thousands of years
of civilisation, there was no restriction on
women being employed in what we called
" bars.' Therefore, it was premature in
this country to set up a standard which
was not recognised by the old-established
countries, nor even by our fellow citizens
in the Eastern parts of Australia. During
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his seven years of office as Premier, be
had never had any complaint front bar-
maids. that they" were subject to any
treatment which' rendered it undesirable
they should earn their living in a business
which was congenial to them. He had
travelled about the world, and seen bar-
maids almost everywhere; and lie had
never received anything but courtesy and
civility from them. He never saw any
action on the part of these ladies to which
he could take any great exception. In
years gone by, in this country, lie had the
experience of being served at bars by
Uncivil, half-dressed barmen ; and he
hoped he would never hare that experience
again. What ought to he dlone was not
to drive these women out of their employ-
went, but to so legislate that men should
not be able to insult women. To drive
out barmaids would be to drive women
out of an employment which was con-
genial to them, and suited to their
physique. The object should be to make
men conform to what wats decent, and not
allow the brute in them to have domii-
nance. It had been said that lion, mem-
bers would notlike their daughters, sisters,
or relatives to be barmaids; but wvas there
not a deeper reason than that sitgested
for the objection ? Nolxdy lik~ed the
purveyance of liquor at all; and that
was the real reason for the objection to the
trade. Probably the same member who
objected to his sister taking part in the
trade would also object to his brother
being similarly employed. The selling
of drink was not considered one of the
highest businesses in the land, and that
was the reason why a great many people
did not like to see their relatives so en-
aged. The member for North-East
Coolgardie had said there were men
engaged in the liquor trade who were,
what he called, " sweaters " of women.
Did it not occur to hion. members that
the remedy was to drive those sweaters
out of the place, and have decent men
engaged in the business? If what the
hion. member stated was true, the fault
lay with the administration of the law-
with the licensing bench in granting
licenses to persons who were altogether
uinfitted for the responsible position they
took up. Instead of women doing harm in
a bar, they had a&purifying influence. If
men used *indecenit language, it could only
be on occasions when they had too much

to drink. A man who had any manliness
in him would certabinly he respectful when
in the society of womien. If the abonmin-
able language, to which the member for
North-East Coolgardie and others had
referred, took place when women were
present, some idea might be formned of
the kind of language that went on when
women were absent. No doubt the
language would be less bad when women
were presen t, than when they were absent.
He did not mean to say that, if he had
the selection of employment for those he
had the greatest regard for, hie would de-
sire they should be barmaids. That, how-
ever, was not altogether the point. He
would not like to have anything to do
with the selling of liquor, not becaiuse of
the fact that women were the sellers, but
because he did not like the trade. He
was not in accord with the member for
East Perth and those who thought that
Western Australia. should take the lead
in all social legislation. His idea was
that, if we could follow at a respectful
distance in the track of progress and
civilisation, we should be doing all that
could be reasonably expected of us. He
did not expect, he did not desire, that we
should try to strike out new paths for
ourselves, far ahead of all other nations.
We were, after all, a small, almost a
primitive community, living in a far-away
part of the world. We niight depend
upon it we were not the wisest people on
the earth, more learned, more cultured,
or more able than those elsewhere; and if
we could only follow at a, respectf ul dis-
tance in the path of progress, we should
be doing all that we were legitimately
called upon to do.

MR. HUJBBLJE asked the member for
Albany to withdraw the new clause. It
was only in 1890 that barmaids were
introduced into this colony. Hon. mans-
hers who had been speaking on the other
(the Opposition) side of the House had
not so much experience of barmaids as
be bad; more especially the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper),
who had talked in a grandiloquent style
of the way in which the girls were treated.
He (Mr. Hubble) had travelled about
from one end of the world to the other,
and had been in as good company in
the society of barmaids. as in that of
girls who had been earning their living
in other walks of life. A great many
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people who went into hotels did not know
how tn treat barmnaids.

THE PREMIER: Those were the peo])le
we wanted to get hold of.

MR. RUB3BLE: Yes; and he would
certainly oppose the amendment with the
utmost vigour, because a girl behind the
bar was just as respectabile ats a girl in
any other employment, whether selling
ribbons or loflies, or any other commodity.
It was unfair to the girls behind the bar,
who were trying to earn a livelihood, to
take that livelihood from them. He
hoped the bon. member would withdraw
the new clause. vudsrnlop

Ka. MITCHELL wudsrnl p
pose the clause. If they took away the
occupation of 1,600 to 2,000 girls, what
were these girls to do for employment F

MR. SrmpsoN :Nothing like that
numnber in the country.

MR. MITCHELL: The only remedy
was to brin in a compulsory marriage
law. He did not see why' they should
make a distinction between girls behind
the bar and girls behind a counter.
There were good and bad in all occupa-
tions.

Afu. DOHERTY: Why should a,
penalty be put on girls serving behind a
bar, simply to jprotect the gentlemen?
He would remind the Premier that
while older countries were far ahead of
us in arts and sciences, they were also far
ahead of us in vice; and if we were to
keep at a respectful distance from them
in the one case, we should certainly try to
keep at a respectf ul distance from them in
the other. He would vote against the
amendment in order to ensure to ever y
woman the liberty of choosing her own
employment. The committee could not
legislate to make them good or bad. If
a woman chose the bar for her occupation,
she should be allowed to do so.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. Gf. Throssell) : The
object of the mover would not lie attained
if the new clause were agreed to as it
stood; for, admitting that the evils of
the drink traffic might be lessened by
doing away with barmaids, yet the mem-
ber for Albany might qualify his new
clause by stating that, if a woman or a
servant was specially hired for the pur-
pose of serving out drinks, it would render
the publican liable to a fine of £C20.
Hon. members in discussing the question

had only large towns in view. While be
sympathised with the member for Albany,
he thought many hardships would occur
to people in the country if they passed
the clause. If the hon. member pressed
his clause to a division, he (the Coin-
missioner) would vote with him.

AIR. ILLINGWORTH : The liquor
business had in it something which
appeared to him to be of a degrading
character. At the very start they looked
on it as a business which must be sub-
jected to licenses and restrictions. It was
not a free business, nor were the persons
engaged in it perited to be free in any
respect. All cuties regulated and
controlled the drink traffic, so that it was
Lifted out of the sphere of those busi-
nesses in which absolute freedom was
claimed. They looked on it as a dan-
gerois business. It must be hedged
round with restrictions of every kind, and
the new clause only placed further re-
strictions on the business. They com-
pelled the publican to build a certain
house. They restricted his hours, and
they dealt from the very start by restrict-
ing binm in every way; and surely it was
within the province of Parliament to
further restrict persons engaged in the
traffic. He had been a&commercial traveller
for many years, and positively lived for
10 years of his life in hotels of every kind
and every class. He had had the oppor-
tunity at all hours of going into these
hotels, and the opinion he had formed
was that in bars they found the average
woman. He did not think they had any
reason to suppose that in this particular
class of life there were more persons of
an inferior character than in any other
rank of employment. The question
which seemed to press heavily on the
minds of some hon. members was,
what was to become of the barmaids?
He had no particular liking for any
occupation for ladies outside all homely
pursuits, but the Liquor business was
about the last into which he thought
womien should intrude. If we took the
women out of the bars, we would have
to put men in to do the business; and
if the publicans paid the men as they
ought to pay them, the barmen would be
able to marry the barmaids. He did not
think it would be right to pass this Bill,
and say that on the 31st December the bar-
maids should cease to be employed. There
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should either be a time limit or a personal
Limit. What he meant by a personal
limit was that the barinaids already
engaged should obtain a license to remain
in the business so long as the 'y pleased,
but that no further licenses should be
issued to women to act as baiaids.
The Premier had spoken definitely as to
the practice in other parts of the world.
If he (Mr. Illingworth) was correctly
informied, there were no barnmaids in the
United States of Amierica--at any rate,
not in the saloons-and surely the United
States were a good model for Anstralia
in a social question such as this. He
had travelled extensively on the continent
of Europe, and never saw a barmaid;
in fact, there were no bars there, as we
knew them, for the hotels existed mainly
for the accommodation of travellers; and
even if they had bars, men and not
women took charge of them. If, as the
Premier had suggested, we should take
a lesson from older countries, yet there
were no barmnaids in Paris, a place where
ladies had a very special preference given
to them. But this colony, and the Ans-
tralian colonies generally, were in a
position to lead the rest of the world onl
this question, rather than to follow. He
knew the Premier was of opinion that no
good thing could come out of Nazareth,
and would not adopt a suggestion from
the Opposition side of the House; but
he (Mr. Illingwortli) wouild nevertheless
submit a few points from a paper which
hie had read at a conference on the liquor
laws, held in Perth on the 25th April,
1895, which dealt with the whole prob-
lem, including the questions of barnnaids
and the adulteration of Liquor. In aigu-
ing that the reinedy for these evils was
State ownership and State control, he had
stated at the conference these points;

M1y scheme is to my mind particularly
applicable to Western Australia, in this its
early history, with its vast future prospects.
Though involving a great and vital change of
policy, it mnay bo expressed in a few simple
propositions. (1.) 'The State to borrow sufi-
odent money at 4,per cent.. with, a sinking fund
of 2 per cent. This would pay off the loanl in
about 2ii years (I estimate one million for
Western Australia). With this money pur-
chase all licensed houses at a fair valuation, to
1)0 fixed on anl equitable basis by State
valuators; and issue no more licenses. (2.)
Establish a Government bond and an excise
department with a Minister at its head, to
control the whole traffic. All alcoholic liquors

imported to pass through this bond, and all
liquors manufactured to pass under the sur-
veillance of this department and to receive a
special excise brand, which shall specify
quality and guarantee purity. (3.) Make it
a criminal offence to have in possession any
liquor which has not received this excise
brand and is not of standard purity. (4 .)
The excise department to take control of all
existing hotels, and to open and maintain suit-
able houses for public convenience where and
when required; sach houses to pay not less
than 10 per cent, on their cost over and above
expenses; and to provide primarily suitable
conveniences of food and shelter for mar and
beast. (5.) Wherever practicable, appoint
present landlords as managers of the houses
purchased. Make them, and all the necessary
staff, civil servants. (6.) Make it imperative
that every State hotel shall pay at least 10
per cent, upon its original cost, over and above
the expenses of its management and the cost
of its smaintenance. This 10 per cent, to be
allotted thus: 4 per cent, interest, 2 per cent.
sinking hind, anid 4 per cent, towards cost of
excise departnient. All profits over 10 per
cent, to be devoted to the maintenance of
hospitals and benevolent institutions, or (if
you will) to go into the general revenue. (7.)
Close aind sell every hotel which does not pay
at least 10 per cent. Add proceeds to the
sinking fund, or appropriate them to the
erection of hotels in new districts. The failure
to pay 10 per cent, to be deemed evidence that
such hotel is not a public necessity. On the
other hand, erect and open suitable houses
when desired, and when the public demand
seems to guarantee an income above expenses
of not less than 10 per cent. Under this, the
local option principle would have fall scope.
To close a hotel would be to ease to patronise
it.

There could be only two reasons for the
employment of women in bars. One was
that their Labour was checaper than that of
men, and the other that they were able to
turn over more business. But the liquor
trade, far from being deserving of encour-
agemnent at the hands of the State, was a
dangerous business; and this motion pro-
posed to take away one of its princip~al
attractiolns. The fact that there was a

I license gave the right to restrict; and it
was quite within the province of Parlia.
mnent to restrict the trade in the way
proposed.

Ifi. GREGORY: No donbt the drink
trade to a certain extent had degrading

*results; but it was surely not intended by
the member for Albany that the wife of a
lessee should be prevented from serving
in her husband's bar. The employment
of girls had a refining influence on the

*trade. The bad laniguage beard in bars
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where men were employed was not beard
in bars where women were engaged. Harm
was done to a greater extent to girls
emp1 loyed in large factories than to girls
employed in bars; and it was difficult to
see what could be done with the baninaids
if this clause were passed.

MR. KENNY: The question was
simply whether the committee were justi-
fied in depriving a large number of
female colonists from earning their living.
He could not see that Parliament was
justified in taking such a step although,
lie was in symipathy with the desire of
the mover.

MR. SIMPSON: The Premier's sug-
gestions were reactionary, as they usually
were in regard to matters of domestic
legislation. The Premier, however, was
a little unhappy in his assertion about
the United States, were there was in fact
a combination to abolish the system of
barmaids.

THE PREMIER said he had not men-
tioned the United States.

MR. SIMPSON: Surely the Parlia-
ineut of this colony, composed of men
gathered front all parts of the world,
would not say that the pursuit of selling
liquor improved a woman.

THE PREMIER said he had not stated
that the pursuit did improve a woman.

MR. SIMWPSON: If the pursuit did
not improve a womlan, what did it
do ?

MRt. DOHERTY: It improved the pur-
chaser.

MR. SIPSON: There were many
respectable women behind bars, and he
had never met one of these who did not
detest the traffic. 'The liquor trade was
developing new features; anRd it might
have a certain amount of political in-
fluence with the Treasury bench.

THE PREMIER: Bad motives should
not be imputed.

MR. SIMPSON : A barmaid was a
meretricious adornment to enable a pub-
lican to sell bad liquor, and to induce
men to take more than they otherwise
would. Girls were never found serving
liquor in clubs, to which men went to
satisfy their thirst, knowing they could
get Liquor of the best quality, and they
then went about their business. The
member for West Kinmberley had said he
looked upon women as quite as capable
and courageous as men. That opinion

I the hon. member would be asked to
*indorse when the question of women's
franchise came before the Rouse. The
suggestion of the Premier, that the legis-
lation now proposed had not been carried

*in other parts of the world, was no argu-
ment why it should not be adopted in
Australia, where the ballot, the eight
howr' system, and other reforms had
been initiated. Up to the present, the
Government benches, from which the
opposition to this new clause seemed
largely to come, had failed to adduce
satisfactory reasons why this amiend-
inent in the law should not be tarried.
In many country places the wife and
daughter assisted in the bar, and this
was mn certain cases necessary. Pro-
vision could be made in the new clause
for permitting this to be dlone; but so
far as the general proposition was con-
cerned, he was of opinion that the bar-
maid difficulty, as it occurred in the large
and populous parts of theempire, was a
distinct luenace to civilisation. In many
cases barmaids were compelled to submit
to a species of white slavery, by the
exigencies of their position. He had no
knowledge of the extreme evil life
suggested by some extremely intern.
perate people associated with temperance
societies; but he was satisfied, from his
own exp~erience, that in earning their
living at this pursumit, the moral nature of
these women was gradually depraved.
While lie was of opinion thalt barmaids
should not be allowed in hotels, the
existing contracts should be recognised,
and the committee should not deprive a
girl of the means of livelihood she at
present possessed.

AIR. CONOLLY: Full consideration
Ihad hardly been given to the fact that
there was a great; pressure felt for
employment by women throughout the
world. Women were competing withImen in almost every walk of life, and in
a large number of cases were being
driven to employments infinitely more
degrading than serving liquor. Then we
had always to face the question whether,
by preventing girls from serving behind
bars, we would not be inducing them to
take a, lower step instead of a higher one.
If it were intended to improve the status
of women employed behind bars, this
would be a benefit to the women ; and it
would be more to the point for the State
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to appoint inspectors to go round the
hotels and see the manner in which these
women were treated by the landlords, and
the accommodation that was provided f or
them. Furthermore, a measure might be
introduced providing that these girls
should be allowed to work only eight
hours a day. Looking at both sides of
the question, he would be inclined to sup-
port the new clause, provided it was
modified t3 allow barmaids at present
employed in hotels to retain their posi-
tion.

MR. JADMES said his amendment to the
clause provided for that.

MR. WALLACE: Looking at the
question seriously, hie could not under-
stand how anyone with the experience of
the member for Albany could bring such
a motion forward. The remarks of the
Premier went to prove that bar-mids
were necessary to attend to the comfort
of people who sought accommodation at
hotels. The member for Albany spoke
of the demoralising influence the bar had
upon women.

MR. LEASE: Never said anything of
the kind.

MR. WALLACE: Was there a greater
proportion of bad girls in bars than in
any other occupation ? Bar girls had to
work long hours, so had the girls em-
ployed in tea rooms and restaurants.

MR. LYALL HALL opposed the new
clause because it interfered with the
liberty of the subject. This was a step
in the direction of what was known as
grandmotherly legislation. The desire
of somne hon. members to legislate in
favour of some occupation or business
seemed to be so great that we might
well sometimes forget we were a free
people living in a, free colony. The fact
of girls being employed in bars was an
encouragement to men to visit hotels and
di-ink perhaps a little more than they
otherwise would do. But there were
other considerations which had been fairly
expressed already. Being in a, bar did
not tend to elevate a girl's mind. But
whose fault was thatP It was the want
of legislation to stop men using filthy
or foul language in bars. We ought to
have legislation to put down filthy lan-
guage in the streets as well as in the bars.
If we turned out of employment all the
barmaids, what were these women to do?
The avenues of light employment were so

limited that he would not cu-tail that
emplo~ynent. Mention had been made
as to limiting the time or the contracts.
If that were done, he felt sure that on the
following day there would be 2,000 or
3,000 more barmaids engaged at a
nominal salary. He would like to see
the hon. member for Albany withdraw
his proposed new clause.

MR. MONGER: The lion. ineinber for
Albany had not submitted a reasonable
argument in introducing his new clause.
If this was a specimen of the kind of
legislation which the member for Albany
desired to place on the statute book,
it was to he hoped that the elevation
of that gentleman to the position of
Premier of the colony would be long
delayed. Was it not better to be waited
on by women rather than by the
class of men usually to be found in
bars ?

No..e eeret desised the sex
W1o had not wronged it first.

MRs. VOSPEE, in personal explanation,
said the method of debate by misrepre-
sentation was one of the lowest forms of
discussion which could be adopted; and
yet it seemed to be the stock-in-
trade of those who opposed this amend-
ment. He had been represented as
having condemned the whole of the
women engaged in bars; but nothing was
further from his intention or further
from his actual words. What hie had
said was that there were women in bars,
as there were outside of them, who were
good, had, or indifferent; but that the
tendency of the bar trade was to make
most of them indifferent and many of
them bad.

AIR. QUIINLAN: The member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
complained of being misquoted, but was
himself guilty of thle same offence, as he
had been the first to misquote in print
what he (Mr. Quinlan) had said in the
House a few days ago. When that mis-
quotation was published, he (Mr-. Quinlan)
did not think it worth while to reply to
it; but now that the hon. member com-
plained that otherimembers had misquoted
him, this was a fitting opportunity for
reminding him of his own offence in that
direction.

MR. VOSPER : If that was the hon.
member's reply, he was well satisfied with
it.
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MR. WVILSON: The principle of tile
new clause ought to receive support. It
was the duty of members to give effect to
any proposal which would tend to
diminish excessive drinkinig, Without
inflicting any serious injury on the
women engaged in the trade. Here, as
in the old country, youths were attracted
to hotels by barmaids ; and the corn-
inittee would be doing ai good work by
removing this source of temptation. He
did not think any lion. mclfiller who
supported this amendment would main-
tain that barmaids were ncessarily Ixid
women; but it was undeniable that their
occupation did not tend to elevate them.

MR. LEAXE: Some lion, members
had not scrupled to misrepresent what he,
and those who were with him, hlad said,
1)' ,accusing them of stigniatising bar-
maids as a class of bad women. He
indignantly denied the impeachment. No
word hlad passed his lips which would
justify any member in coming to that
conclusion; and it was unmanl and
unparliameintary' to make such at sugges-
tion. Had there been any doubt in his
mind aS to the necessity of the new
clause, that doubt was miow entirely
removed by the arguments of those
opposed to the new clause. Misrepre-
sentation, when no other course was
open, had been readily adopted by oppo-
swants of the clause; and while the clause
hlad been hreated as a matter requiring
serious consideration, yet what might be
called a demoralising argument had been
used against it. It was said that if bar-
mnaids were shut out from their calling
they would go a stelp lower. He had never
made use of that argument, the benefit
of wh ich hie left to those who had thought
fit to put it forward. The most solid
argument against the proposal was that,
by its adoption, a certain number of
persons Would he deprived of actual
employment. He admitted the force of
that argument, and recognising its con-
sequences, he accepted the amendment of
the member for East Perth for recog-
nising existing contracts, with a system
of registration and license. This amend-
ment to the clause would secure the sup-
port of the lion. member for West Perth
(Mr. Wood) and the member for North
Murchison (Mr. Kenny). None of the
girls at present employed would be de-
prived of what was admitted to be a legiti-

mate means of livelihood. The majority of
the girls were imp~orted from other uolo-
nies, where they had been in the business.
The new clause, as amended, could pre-
judicially affect only those girls who now
contemplated comning to this colon 'y for
employment in bars. No solid argument
remained against the new clause, now
that existinig contracts had been recog-
nised. In submitting the clause, lie was
not attacking any class of women.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Picsse): The new
clause should bie supported for the reason
that, while very little good might be dlone
on the present occasion, it was a step in
the right direction. No doubt the adop-
tion of the clause would mean hardship
to several classes of people, and in the
first instance to the gils who would be
thrown out of employment. He agreed
with the suggestion that some time should
be allowed before the new provision came
into operation. The clause would, no
doubt, be rejected on a division, but
there had been a public gain in the dis-
cussion of the question.

Amendment (Mr. Jamies's) put and
pa5sed4.

New clause (Mr. Leake's), as amiended,
pu~t and division taken, with the fol-
lowing result:-

Ayes..
Noes..

9
14

Major-ity against .. -

Ayes.
Mr. Conoilly
Mr, flhingorth
Mr. Jonaes
Mr. bake
Mr. Simapson
Mr. Thsrossell
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Wood
Mr. Vesper (T.11er).

NOS.
Mr. Doherty
Mr. Ewing
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hooley
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Monger
Mr. Oats
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Qulolic,
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Hobble (T.l1,r).

New clause thus negatived.
On the motion Of MR. LEAKS, progress

was reported and leave given to sit again.

MOTION-PLAINS AND REPORTS BE
WATER SITE NEAR COOLGARDLE.
MnR. IJEAKE (for Mr. ]Zlingworth), in

accordance with notice, moved, That
there he laid upon the table of the House
the plans and reports of -a water site near
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Coolgardie, prepared by Messrs. Noel
Brazier, Grant, and Atkinson in 1894.

Put and passed.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.
Introduced by the PREmiER, and read

a first time.

IMIPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.
Introduced by the PREMIER, and read

a first time.

WIDTH OF TIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by MR. QUINLAN, and read
a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE PREMIER moved that tife House,

at its rising, do adjoin-n until the next
Wednesday.

Put and passed.
The House adjourned at 11-27 p.m.

until the next Wednesday (Tuesday being
a public holiday).

gfgislatibe & 0111 il,
Wednesday, 101h November, 1897.

Messae Assent to Bill-Paper Presented-Ques-
tinFremnantle new Reserroir-Bankmptey. Act

Amendmnt Bill; first rading-Local Curts
Evidence Bill; first reading-Dog Act Amendment
Ill; second reain-Registration of Firms Bill

in coznmittee-Coinpanies Act Amnodmenst Bill
second reatding;BHill referred to Select Committee-
Excess Bill, &6;5 first reading-Adjonrvnment.

THE PRESIDENT (Ron. Sir G.
Shenton) took the Chair at 4-30 o'clock
p.m.

PRAYERS.

MESSAGE-ASSENT TO BILL.

A message from the Governor was
received and read, stating that lie had
assented to the Perth Gas Company's
Act Further Amendment Bill (private).

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the MINISTER OF MINES: Report
of thie Education Department for 1896.

QUESTION-FREMANTLE NEW
RESERVOIR.

HON. A. KIDSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Minister of Mines:-i.
When the Government expected that the
town of Fremnantle would obtain the bene-
fit of the water from the new reservoir; and
2. Whien the reticulation in connection
with the new reservoir at Fremanutle
would be completed.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :- i. The new
reservoir having been completed, ipe
laying will be well advanced and probably
finished by end Of JanularyV. 2. There
mtay be some slight delay in the reticula-
tion, owing to the loss of the ship
"HRelenslea," which had on board a con-
signment of valves and other fittings for
the work, but a fresh supply was cabled
for, and the makers state that they will
expedite shipment.

BANKRUPTCY ACl', 1892, AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by the How. A. B. KIDSON,
and read a first time.

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.
Introduced by the HON. A. B. KInSOli,

and read a first time.

DOG ACT, 1883, AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooi) :In moving the second
reading of this Bill, few words from me
will suffice to explain it. It is an exceed-
ingly simple Bill, to amend the Dog Act
of 1883. It is proposed that the Bill
shall come into force on 1st December,
1897. The principle of the Bill is simply
that, outside of municipalities, the roads
board shall have the power of collecting
the dog tax and using the fees for their
own purposes. That is the gist of the


