Road, South Swan.

Eegislative Jssembly,
Monday, Sth November, 1897,

Perth.Fremantle Road (South Swan)—Question :
Goats introducing Tick in Kimberley—Question:
New Wharf Sheds for Fremantle—Question : ‘Works
nnd Railways Re rt#Emgloyment Brokers Bill:
committee, pro formd —Industrinl Statisties Bill:
comwittee, pre formu —Cemateries Bill:  Amend-
ment, on report—Sale of Liguors Act Amendment
Bill: in committee (resumed); Division on New
Clouse—Dlotion: Plnus and Reports re Water Site
near Cool ie— [minigrution Restriction Bill : first
reading —Imported Labour Registry Bill: first read-
ing—Width of Tires Act Amendment Bill: first
rending—Adjournment.

FPaper Presented Bl : Assent 10 Bi]l:§uestiou :

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 7-30
o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the MivisTeR oF Epvucarmion: Re-
port of the Education Department for
the year 1896.

Ordered to lie on the tuble.

MESSAGE—ASSENY 1'0 BILL.
A message from the Governor was
received and read. assenting to the Perth

Gas Company’s Act Further Amendment
Bill (private).

QUESTION—PERTH.-FREMANTLE ROAD
{(SOUTH SWAN).

Me. HUBBLE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works, Whether the Goveroment could
see their way to take any immediate steps
to make the Lower Canning Bridge
Road practicable for traffic between Perth
and Fremantle.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
‘WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:
The Government have, for several years
past, provided funds on the consolidated
revenue Estimates for the purpose of con-
tinujng the construction of this road
from both ends. The length of road still
to be constructed is 37 miles. If possible
a special grant will be made as usual this
year to the local boards to construct a
further section, but the Government can-
not see its way to take immediate steps
to complete the wark.
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. QUESTION—INTRODUCTION OF GOATS

AND TICE IN KIMBERLEY.

Mz, A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Whether it was true that goais
were about to be introduced into West
Kimberley from East Kimberley ; and, if
g0, whether the Stock Department would
take precautions against the introduction
of tick.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) replied :—
I have been informed that 100 goats are
to be introduced from Hall’'s Creek to
West Kimberley. The Stock Department
has no power, under existing regulations,
to prevent their introduction.

QUESTION—NEW WHARF SHEDS FOR
FREMANTLE.

Mr. HUBBLE, for Mr. Higham, in
wccordance with notice, asked the Director
of Public Works whether it was the in-
tention of his department to at ouce con-
struct the wharf sheds along the river
wharf at Fremantle.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

© WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied

that it was not the intention of the Gov-
ernment to at enee construct the sheds;
hat the whole question of arrangement of
wharfage at South Quay, which included

' provision for sheds, was being considered.

QUESTION—WORKS AND RAILWAYS
REPOR.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, by leave and
without notice, asked the Director of
Public Works when e would be prepared
to lay upon the table the annual report

. of the Works and Railways Departments.

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Houn. F. H. Piesse) replied:
The full report is completed, and is
being indexed to-day. I hope to be able
to lay it on the table of the House uot
later than Thursday next.

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS BILL.
COMMITTEE, PRO FORMA.

On the motion of Mr. Burr (in charge
of the Bill), the House went intc com-
mittee for the purpose of adopting, pro
Jormd, certain amendments prior to dis-

cussion, and for having them printed in
the body of the Bill.
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Bill reported with ameudments, and
ordered to be reprinted.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
COMMITTEE, PRO FORMA.

On the motion of Mr. Burr (in charge
of the Bill), the House went into com-
mittee for the purpose of adopting, pro
SJormd, certain amendments prior to dis-
cussion, and for having them printed in
the body of the Bill,

Bill reported with amendments, and
ordered to be reprinted.

CEMETERIES BILL.
AMENDMENT ON REPORT.

On the order of the day for adoption
of the report from committee,

Mr. BURT (in charge of the Bill)
moved, as an amendment to clause 33
{penalties for malicious injury to vaults,
monuments, &c.), to insert after the
word * cemetery” the words *‘‘or who
wilfully defaces or obliterates any device
or inscription in any cemetery.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New clause :

Mr. BURT moved that the following
new clause, to follow Clause 38, be added
to the Bill:—

The Governor may order the exhumation of
any covrpse for the prrpose of examination or
identification, or for the purpose of its being
buried elsewhere in accordance with the
wishes of the deceased or of his family; and
such exhumation shall take place accordingly.

Put and passed.

Bill reported with the further amend-
ments, and report adopted.

SALE OF LIQUORS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

[N COMMITTEE.

Bill further considered in committee.

New Clause:

Mr. LEAKE moved that the following
new clause be added to the Bill:—

Section 32 of 44 Vigt, No. 9, is hereby
repealed, and the following substituted in lien
thereof :—If such licensing magistrate ghall,
at any quarterly licensing meeting, have
refused any application for a publican’s
general license, ot for a provisional certificate,
such application shall not be renewed until
12 months after such refusal.

He said the thuty-second section of the
principal Act provided that an application

{ASSEMBLY.]

' applications for licenses.

i comaitee.

for a license, if refused at any licensing
meeting, might be renewed at the follow-
ing meeting. The object of the new
clause was to stay for twelve months the
renewal of any refused application, and
thus prevent applications which were
really of a speculative nature. An
apphicant perbaps knew there would be
opposition, and anticipated refusal, but
might try, by persistentap plication, to wear
out the patience of the licensing justices
and ultimately get a license. The effect of
the new clause would be that a person
would apply for a license only when he
could show necessity for a license for the
particular premises iv which he was in.
terested.  Repeated applications were,
in mwany instances, a pgreat nuisance,
Within the last two or three days he
(Mr, Leake) had had a private communi-
cation from a well-known magistrate in
the country commending the new clause,
and pointing out that repeated applica-
tiong for licenses were really a source of
great annoyance, and only wasted the
time of the court. Liceuses were refused
on good, solid grounds; but magistrates
had no power to “send the applicants
down,” as it were, for a term. It might
be thought, perhaps by some, that the
term of 12 months was rather too long.
He (Mr. Leakée) did not think so; but,
rather than lose the clause, he would be
disposed to adopt a shorter term. Unless
urged to that end, however, he certainly
would press his proposal as now drawu.
The new clause did not involve any im-
portant principle, and required no parti-
cular advocacy. Such a provision would
materially assist those who had to ad-
minister the licensing law.

Mr. BURT (late Attorney General)
said he did not quite understand whether
the new clause meant that the person
whohad made the unsuceessful application
should not himself renew it, or whether
the application in itself for a particular
house was not to be renewed for 12
mooths.

Mr. LEAKE said he desired the new
clause to apply te both applicant and
premises.

Mz. BURT: The clause, at first sight,
might seem somewhat desirable, but at
the same time there were several pro-
visions in the principal Act that proved
rather inconvenient to people making
There was a
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clause providing that a license could not
be transferred till it had been held tlhee
months.  That clause had been repealed,
because it was found very inconvenient.
It seemed to him that the licensing beneh
should be able to make short work with
applications coming too frequently. There
might be cases in which it would be very
desirable to remew o license before the
expiration of 12 months.
might have failed owing to some technical
point ; the applicant might not have had
his plans complete, and his application
might have been refused, although the
bench might have considered the appli.
cant & proper person, und might be willing
to grant the application if made at some
future time.
were yoing at present, there was no
reason, in some cuses, why u license
should not be granted three or six
mounths henee. To debar the premises
as well as the applicant for twelve
months would, in his opinion, be going
too far. The member for Albany had
an amendment coming on dealing with
deposits, that would do a great deal of
good in the way of stopping bogus appli-
cations. The bench should know » bogus
application when they saw it: everybody
outside seemed to know bogus applica-
tions when they saw them. The matter
ought vot to give much trouble. He
frequently heard the subject discussed,
and a bogus application and a genuine
application were known immediately.
This amendment went too far; and the
other intended amendment, providing for
a sum to be deposited, would meet all
the requirements of the case.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: There were
some cases which would not be met by
the amendment as to a deposit. A
license might be resisted by people in a
certain district going to counsiderable
trouble and expense to oppose it, because,

in their opinion, it was undesirable that

another hotel should be located in their
midst. As soon as that feeling had been
allowed to die out, and while the people
in the district thought the license had
been refused, the applicant stepped in
quietly at the next guarterly meeting of
the bench, and no objection being then
made to the same applicaiion, because the
people were taken unawares, the license
might be granted entirely against the
wishes and against the knowledge of the

Moreover, at the rate we
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people.  There was something of the
local option prineiple in the Act—a con-
siderable amount of it, if only it were
put in operation. It was too much io
ask the people to come up at every
quarterly meeting to oppose a license,
He knew cases in which applicants had
determinedly set themselves to have a
license, for which they had applied und
been refused three times previously, und
they proposed to apply at every quarterly
meeting of the bench. If a license was
refused, it should be quite sufficient for
the people to again express their feeling
at the end of twelve mounths. He hoped
the member in charge of the Bill would
accept the amendment.

Mg. HUBBLE : Did the proposed
clavse refer to public-houses that had
held a license for a length of time, or
only to new houses ?

Mr. LEAKE: In the case of premises
previously licensed, the application would
be for the renewal of the license, whereas
the propused addition applied only to
entirely new premises not already licensed.

Mer. GREGORY: If the term were
reduced to six months instead of twelve
he would support the amendment. There
might be reasons for refusing a license at
a certain time in one of the outside
districts, and there might be reasons for
granting it at the end of three months.

Me. WOOD was in favour of the
amendment as it stood.  The local option
principle in the Act was a dead letter
entirely. They had tried in West Perth
to stop the granfing of a license, and
becaunse every ratepayer did not sign the
petition, the magistrate granted the
license. He (Mr. Wood) was more inclined
to sapport the amendment than to re-
duce the term.

Mz. RASON was in favour of reducing
the period to six months. A twelve
months prohibition might inflict great
hardship on the rapidly changing gold-
tields ; as it certainly would, for example,
at Kanowna. Imagine au wmagistrate
dealing with a license two or three
months ago! It wmight have heen argued
then that there was no roum for more
hotels, whereas within this short period a
great demand had arisen for increased
accommodation. There being potbing
against the character of a previous ap-
plicant, the bench might be disposed to
grant him a license; but, if the proposed
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amendment became law, they could not

do so, whereas a mere stranger would be
able to muke an application and get a
license.

Mg. JAMES preferred the amendment, .
rather than any suggested alteration. He
personal experience, .
that there was an evil which could be °

could say, from

remedied ounly by the proposed proviso.

The object of the amendment was to pre- .
vent applicants from rushing before the |

magistrates on the mere chance of getting
thar applications granted. If they did

not succeed, they frequently put up some-

body else to apply for the license; and,
if this nominee of theirs were successful,
they got all the benefit of it. If magi-
strates said to-day that there was no
need of any additional licensed premises,
why should a spectal benefit be given to
an applicant because something might
happen to-morrow which that applicant
could not have foreseen? He should be
judged by the circumstances existing at
the time that he made the application.
Kanowna had been menlioned, but
Kanowna would not be prejudiced by
this amendment being adopted. The
amendment merely provided that, if a
person put people to the expense of
resisting an application for a license, he
should not be allowed to come hefore the
court again for another twelve months.

Me. VOSPER: A change in the
direction contemplated by the clanse was
desired. At the same time, all goldfields
mewmbers, and those acquainted with the
goldfields, who recognised that sudden
changes of population took place, would
see that some modification was necessary ;
but he did not think the object sought
to be attained would be met by reducing
the term from twelve months to six
months. The new clause might be
altered so as to make the matter optional
with the magistrates. If the magistrates
thought the application was bond fide,
they could decide that the applicant
could come again in three or six months,
There might also be cases in which it
would be desirable to refuse an applica-
tion from a person for twelve months.

Mz. WOOD : The new clause might
be altered to make it applicable to the
requirements of the goldfields.

Mgr. LEAKE : The clause might be
altered so that, in no circumstances,
should an application be renewed for six

[ASSEMBLY.]

i commatiee.

months, but it might, at the option
of the magistrates, be permitted to ble
renewed in twelve months.

Mr. DOHERTY: According to the
clause, only the individual was to be pre-
vented from applving again.

Mr. LEAKE: It was proposed also
to meet the case in respect of the pre-
MLSEeS.

Mg. MITCHELL: If the hon. member
brought the time of renewal down to six
months, he would receive the support of
the majority of hon. members.

Mr. BURT (in charge of the Bill):
There was no trouble in regard to the
individual, but there might be trouble in
regard to the piece of land or the pre-
mises iu respect of which the application
was made. People might not desire to
have u license in a particular locality ;
but if the piece of ground or premises
were to be licensed at all, the persons
opposing the license might not care who
held the license, the objections being
generally directed to the locality. The
new clause might be limited so that the
application could not be renewed in res-
pect of the same piece of land. It would
be well to add a proviso excepting the
goldfields from the operalion of the clanse.

Mr. VOSPER: The goldfields did
not require that. The same nuisances
that occurred near the coast occurred
on the goldfields, They had the specu-
lative license-monger there.

Me. ILLINGWORTH hoped the
committes would adopt the suggestion to
except the goldfields altogether. The
new clause would then meet the wishes
of the committee.

M=z. DOHERTY: How would it be
possible to deal with a rush from one
patt of a goldfield to another, where it
was necessary to have a way-side house,
or a house of accommodation for people
travelling ?

Mr. VOSPER: There was no possi-
bility of obtaining freeheld land ou the
side of the roud on a goldfield. A man
had to take out & business license, and if
he could not obtain a liguor license for

. the piece of land in respect of which his

business license was taken out, he could
get another piece of land u dozen yards

. away and apply again.

Mr. BURT moved to amend the new
clause by striking out all the words after

~ **renewed,” and inserting the following
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words: * In respect of the same premises
or any part thereof, until six months
after such refusal, and, if the licensing
magistrates so order at the time of such
refusal, until twelve wonths there-
after.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
new clause, as amended, agreed to.

New clause—Serving drink to young
person :

Mzr. LEAXE moved that a new clause

be added to the Bill as follows: “* Section
12 of 50 Vict., No. 26, is hereby amended
by striking out the words * 14 years’ and
inserting * 16 years.'” He said the amend-
ment would raise the age in the Act-from
14. to 16 years.

Mr. MONGER: Was the hon. mem-
ber never inside a holel before he was
sixteen 7 The principle of the amend-
ment was ridiculous.

Me. QUINLAN : Some provision
should be made to pumish paremts who
sent their children to hotels at that age.
The later a person learned to drink, the
better.

Mz. WOOD : How would this clause
affect boys emploved in hotels ?

Me. VOSPER : The emplovment in
hotels of boys under sixteen ought to be
prevented by law.

Me. HUBBLE: A Loy staying with
his parents in a public-house might he
affected under this clause.

Put and passed.

New Clause—Deposit on applicatiou
for provisional certificate :

Mr. LEAKE moved that a new clause
be added to the Bill as follows :—

Whenever any application shall be made
for a provisional certificate, the applican$
shall deposit with the licensing magistrates a
sum equal to Five pounds per centum of the
estimated cost of the building proposed to be
grected and licensed, which said sum shall be
repaid to the applicant on the completion of
such building, and the peformance of such
condittons as may be imposed by the liceusing
magistrates ; or if the said building is not
commenced or completed within such tine as
the licensing magistrate may prescribe, the
said deposit shall be forfeited.

Hon. members would npotice that the
clause. as drafted, provided for the
deposit of a sum equal to five per cent.
of the estimated cost of the building;
but he was not wedded to any particular
sum, nor would he insist on five per cent.
being deposited, though it appeared to him
that this percentage was perfectly fair,

8 Novemser, 1897.]
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a5 it was equivalentonly to an architect’s
commission. The clause could hurt no-
body; for it merely ensured that, when

. an application was made und a provisional

order granted, the applicant must proceed

" with the work forthwith, or forfeit the

deposit. He had known scveral instances

. where licenses had been hawked about:

and, when the successtul applicant found
himself unable to sell his land with the
provisional license attached to it, he had
abandoned the idew of erccting a building,
The deposit would ensure the bond fides
of the persen acquiring a provisional
license, and would prevent the practice of
speculating in such licenses. It was well-
known that the applications for pro-
vigsional licenses were ygrowing tnore
nuinerous at each successive licensing
meeting, and half of themn were not bond
fide. This was unfair, not only to the
publicany already in business, but also to
the public. '

Mr. LYALL HALL: This new clause
appeared to be rather ambigucus. Did
it mean that, so long as the building was
cominenced within the fime specified, the
deposit would be returned ¥ The clause
read : ** If the said building is not com-
“ menced or comploted,” &e.

Mgr. LEagE said his intention was that
tlie butlding must he completed.

Mr. LYALL HALL: Instead of the
word * shall,” the word ¢ may” should be
substituted. They all knew how difficult
it had been to complete buildings in the
colony during the past two or three years;
and a person huilding a botel might,
through no fault of his own, be unable to
finish the building within the preseribed
time.

Mr. GREGORY : It would be better
to strike ont the words “ commenced or,”
and to substitute the word “ may” for
“shall,” so as to make the latter part of
the clause vead: o, if the said building
is not completed within such time as the
licensing mugistrate may prescribe, the -
said deposit may be forfeited.” He knew
there had been considerable traffic in
provisional licenses, with a view to sell-
ing at an increased price.

Mz. DOHERTY : The amouut of the
deposit should be 10 per cent. instead of
five. The existing system, by which
persens were asked io buy licenses and

! pay bonuses of oue thousand to two

. thousand pounds, was disgraceful.

A
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deposit of 10 per cent. would he a °

guarantee of good faith.

Mr. MITCHELL: Five per cent.
ought to be quife sufficient; but the
word “commenced ™ was rather oljection.-
able, because a person might commence
the building to-day and leave off to-
morrow. He should be compelled not
only to commence, but to finish.

Mr. LEAKE : The object of the clause
was not only to force the licensee to com-
plete the building if he did commence it,
but also to compel him to commence it
within a certain time, so that there should
be uo unnecessary delay. The clause was
double-barvelled, and unot merely alter-
native. The license was to be forfeited
if the building had not been commenced ;
and the license could also be forfeited if
the buoilding was commnenced and not
completed.

Mr. RASON: Whatever the amount
of the depeosit, it would be an addition to
the cost of the building.

Mr. Leage : No. It would be returned.

Mr. RASON: The licensee would be
deprived of the money in the meantime.
A deposit of 10 per cent. would un-
doubtedly be a bardship, and he would
oppose any increase beyond 5 per cent.

Mr. EWING: According to the
principal Act, as interpreted in cases
which had come before the Supreme
Court, the licensing justices could not
fix a time for the commencement of
the building of premises provisionally
licensed. Their power was limited to the
dimensions and the materials of construc-
tion, and no conditions as to time could
be imposed. The Act specified twelve
months as the period within which the
licensed premises must be completed,
and the judges held that the licensing
justices had no power to impose any
condition as to time. The hmitation
now proposed as to the commencement
or completion of a building should make
the law clear on this point. If the com.
mittee desired to amend the existing
Act as to the time of commencing or
completing the building of licensed
premises, such amendment should be
made directly, and not be left to be
gathered by implication.

A Msmrer: The committee were
making law.
Me. EWING: Then the committee

ought to make the law elear. Otherwise

. ecomniitiee.

the cluuse would only promote litigation
and the piling np of costs. The clause,
as worded, would lead magistrates to
believe they had a power which really
did not lie with them.

Me. LEAKE thanked the hou. mem-
ber for the Swan for bis suggestion. The
difficulty, however, might be et by
affirming the principle, and, as the Bill
had to be recommitted, further provision
mightbe made to meet the objections raised.

Mx. BURT: The new clause provided
that the deposit should be repaid under
certain contingencies as to the commence.
ment and completion of the building;
but, if the man did not get the license,
there was no provision for the return of
the money.

Mer. LEAKE: The clause would also
have to be altered slightly in other
respects, and that could be dome on
re-committal. Inthe meantime he would
re-draft the clause,

Me. WALLACE: The trafficking in
licenses was such that he supported the
suggestion to inerease the deposit to ten
per cent.

Mr. KENNY: A great deal of traflick-
ing had been done in provisional licenses.
He had in his mind a ¢ase where a man
procured a provisional license, and having
failed, after hawking it all round, to get
his price, he simply prevented others
erecting a hotel in that particular distriet.
When the twelve months were up this
maa renewed his application, and at last,
after two years, he sold the right to the
license without the proceedings having
cost him sixpence. 'The deposit ought cer-
tainly to be increased to ten per cent.

Mr. BURT suggested that the hon.
member for Albany should bring up a
re-drafted clause on the report.

Mr. LEAKE asked leave to withdraw
thig new clause for the time being, in
order to afford him an opportunity of
proposing a re-drafted provision on the
report of the committee.

Clause, by leave, withdrawn.

New clause—Female serving liquor.

Mr. LEAKE proposed the following
new clause :—

Any licensed person who shull permit any
woman or girl to sell or serve liguor on his
licensed premises shall be liahle to a penalty
not excceding £50.

This cluuse. he said, might introduce
debutable matter. The proposed pro-
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vision had the wmerit of novelty.
was no reason, however, why it should
not he discussed in order to ascer-
tain the views of the committee. The
effect of the new clause was to pro-
hibit the employment of barmaids in
the public bars of hotels; and such
a clause would he for the benefit,
not only of the barmaids, but of the
general public. He did not know whether
the clause would affect the publicans, but
no doubt those engaged in the trade bad
some advocates in the committee. But
so far as be understood from conversa-
tions and inquiries, the publicans them-
selves weére evenly divided in opinion ou

this question. The new clause, as worded,
" would appear to prohibit any woman
under any circumstances serving liguor
in a hotel. The clause would not, how-
ever, apply to a woman who held a general
license ; at any rate, it was pot intended
to so apply. An uomarried woman
might, under certain circumstances, hold
a license, and it was not meant that such
a wowan should be prohibited from
serving liguors in her own hotel.  First
of all, a general license under the prineci-
pal Act enabled a licensee to sell liquor

[8 Novemser, 1897.]

That -

——— —

in any quantity on licensed premises, and

the new clause would not, ot course, nega-
tive that provision; wor would the new
clause extend to the wife of any licensed
persou.

AN Hox. MEmBER: What about the °

daughbrers of licensees ¥

Mr. LEAKE : It was just as well to
keep the dauughters of licensees, as well
as other ladies, ont of trouble. It ought
to be clearly understood that in moving
this new clause he mwade no attack what-
ever on that particular class of persons
kuown as barmaids. 8o far as he knew,
they were, and always had been, ladies
entitled to the respect of the community;
and he was happy to say that, in the
majority of instances, they were treated
with respect. This new clause was
brought forward as much in the interests
of the barmaids as in the interests of
any other persons. The terms of the
employment of barmaids forced them
into sweroundings which were hardly fit
for any woman, whether she were of good
or bad charucter. It was not desirable
o see women, who should be respected,
liable to anything like an affront or
insult,

i commitiee. 847
Ax How. MeEMsER: What about the
extension of the franchise to women ?
Mg. LEAKE: It was not desirable
that the discussion should be led into
any side issue, such as that of the
women's franchise. At the present time
there was no limit whatever to the age
at which women might be employed in
this peculiar capucity of barmaid. If the
vocation were restricted to women of a
certain age, cobjections might not be
raised. Girls of tender vears, as well as
women of maturer years, might be, and
wera, employed in serving liquors behind
bars. This was not an ennobling oceu-
pation. It surrounded women with men
m various stages of intoxication, and
forced those women to listen to con-
versafions which might be Lloose or
offensive. It was true that it was
the business of barmaids, when any-
thing unpleasant took place, to close
their ears and take no notice; but
circumstances did arise when undesirable
remarks must be forced on their atten.
tion. The desire was to place women
beyond the possibility of affront or insult.
The number of young ladies employed in
barg was not so large that the clause
would o any very great injustice, nor
were they necessarily debarred from em-
ployment in other capacities. Tt was
open for those ladies to take other occu.
pations in o licensed house. Matters of
housekeeping could be looked after by
them, and there were such positions as
that of housemaid open to them. The
clause did not altogether exclude women
from licensed premises, but simply pre-
vented them from dealing out hquors.
Ladies had, for some men, attractions
which in many eases were irresistible.
He did not wizh in any way to place a
bar upon those attractions when exercised
in a proper and legitimate manner or
place; but he did not think it was a nice
idea to have women in a public roem to
be looked at, and o be treated in the off-
Rand mannper which ladies in that position
had often to submit to. [A MEMBER:
Withdraw.] He would press this matter
to a division ; and, if he had not intended
to do so, be would not have brought it
forward. It was not a subject to scoff at
or play with in public. He kpew some
hon. members would like to laugh this
subject out of the House, but hLe chal-
lenged them to try and doit. They were
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in committee now, and he would meet the
witticisms of hon. members with argu-
ments. The worst principle in connection
with the employment of barmaids was
that, against their will and unconsciously,
they were used as decoys ; not perhaps to
attract men of mature years like himself
and those whom he saw around him, but
young men who had perhaps just left
school, young men who had just aceepted
some position of trust, young wmen in
public offices and banks and so forth. If
hon. members would carry their recollec-
tions back 15 or 20 years, they would
remember what the susceptibilities of
young men were, and how easily in certain
- circumstances they might be gulled—
not gulled necessarily by the deliberate
devices of designing females, but in con-
sequence of their own inherent weakness.
It was not pleasant, if one had to go into
these public places, to see them filled
with young men who had much better be
‘at home with their mothers and sisters.
He was not going to wmoralise : he
did not want to take his stand on any
false sentiment at all, but merely on
the ground that such an amendment
as  he proposed would do good to
the geoeral community, and would
possibly prevent the inordinate drinking
that went on in Perth and in the colony
generally. The ipcentive te drink was
quite sufficient for the ordinary thirsty
individual, without the fuarther attraction
which attended the employment of bar-
maids. It might perhaps be in the in-
terest of publicans to employ young
ladies as barmaids because they attracted
men, and young men particularly, and
enabled the publican to sell more drink
than he otherwise would, and impelled
men to drink more than they wanted.
He did not wish to prevent drinking in
moderation, and he was not a prohibition-
ist. They knew thal many of these girls
had to submit to many and great incon-
veniences; that they had long hours and
gemall pay; and if hon. members were to
canvags the public-houses in Perth, and
could get accurate information from the
barmaids, they would find that the hours
ware long and arduous, and that the girls
were kept to their work not merely during
those hours which were recognised as
lawful for the sale of liguor, but, after the
bar was closed, they were kept there
attending to what might be called the
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. illicit sale of liquor, and they then be-

came, unconsciously, agents for further-
ing breaches of the law.

A MemBer: There was a remedy
already for selling after hours.

M=z. LEAKE: There was a penalty,
but that was not a remedy. If females
could be legitimately employed in other
capacities about licensed houses, why
should they not be so employed? He

< had brought the guestion forward with

the intention of testing the feeling of the
Hounse on it, and he was going to press
it to a division.

Mr. RASON : The remarks just made
reminded him of the old couplet :

He licked thewm down stairs with sach n sweet
grace,
They might thivk be was handing them wp.

That couplet accurately deseribed the
attitude of the hon. member with respect
to barmaids. The hon. member had
assured the committee he had not a word
to say against barmaids, and that his
endeavour to take away their means of
livelihood was only out of the kindest
feelings towwrds them. The admiration
and regard which the bon. member pro-
fessed for females acting as barmaids
were limited to the case of the young
unmarried female who was paid to sell
liquor in somebody else's house.

Mr. Leakge : The married woman, the
wife of u publican, had someone to pro-
iect her.

Me. RASON : But there was no one to
protect the single woman selling liguor
in her own house. The young and help-
less members of the male sex who were
said to be decoyed by the attractions of
barmaids, and whose helplessness so ex-
cited the sympathies of the hon. member,
were well able to take care ¢f themselves.
There was no practical reason why respect-
able young women should be deprived of
their means of livelihood in the manner
proposed. 'While the hon. member
would prevent them from serving behind
a bar, he would allow them to act as
housekeepers or servants on licensed
premises, where they would be subjected
to the same treatment as behind the bar.
[Mr. Leage : Certainly not.] The em-
ployment of Larmaids rather lessened
the evil to which the hon. member had
drawn attention; for however low a man
might have sunk, yet, in the presence of
a female, he would be prevented, more or
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less, from using such bad language as he
mlght use unrestnmed.!y if only men
were present. The member for Albany
had insinuated that if barmaids were not
employed, so much liquor would not be
sold. But he (Mr. Rason) did not
believe that the serving of liquor by bar-
men would reduce the amount of
drinking. No good could ensue from
the motion if carried. The employment
of bLarmaids, if anything, was a good
thing. Barmaids certainly kept their
bars cleaner and more respectable than
the average barman. In this colony the
average barman was one of the worst
creatures he had come across. In the
interests of the public, and the many
temales who gained a respectable liveli-
hood as barmaids, he would oppose the
new clause.

Me WOOD: The member for Albany
had fully recognised the difficulty he
was in,in dealing with this new clause.
He (Mr. Wood) objected to the system
of barmaids entirely; but a vested
interest had. grown np in this colony, and
as there were now between 1,000 and
1,500 barmaids here, that number should
not. be thrown out of employment
all at once. If the hon. member altered
his amendment so as to make a limit
of time in which to carry the clause
into effect, he (Mr. Wood) would sup-
port it. The system of barmaids could
not be defended on any ground whatever.
The girls behind the bars had to listen to
bad language used in the bars. He had
not & word to say against the barmaids,
who were what the men made them. On
the question of long hours and the want
of accommedation, he agreed with the
member for Albany; for he knew that
girls in bars had to work until one and
two in the morning, and had to sleep two
or three in aroom. They were fed badly,
having to sit down with the “boots ™ and
the ostler to their meals. Their position
was not at all a happy one. He did not
believe that barmaids could always get
other employment, after having been
employed in a bar. Their own sex turned
against them, which was the great diffi-
enlty-they bad to contend against.

Mzr. VOSPER was inclined to agree
with the remarks just made, especially in
regard to the limit of time. A similar
clause to that proposed by the hon.
member for Albany was passed in the
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South Australian Assembly, although he
believed it was rejected afterwards in the
Legislative Counecil of that colony.
What were hotels really intended for?
They were intended as a place of accom-
modation for man and beast. Hotels
were not regarded by the law as places
for the dizpensing and the sale of liguor;

still less for pushing the sale of that
liquor. In what way did the presence of
barmuids contribute towards the better
acconmeodation of any man or any beast,
excepl the “heast” known as the bar-
loafer #? Tt a license was granted to
epable a wan to push the sale of
drink, and drink only, there would be
some reason for the existence of
burmaids, because barmaids did help
to increase the sale of liguor. Bar-
maids were certainly an inducement to
many young men to go into an hotel, and
were supposed to keep men in conversation
as long as they conld, so thatthe menmight
eousume more drink. The barmaids acted
asdecoys in the first place, and they detain-
ed the customersin the second. The more
ligor was conswmed, the more crime, and
lunacy, and disease would bein our midst ;
therefore, it was well within the province
of Parlinment to discuss this matter. He
agreed that the associations of a bar were
not fit for women. Some men frequented
bars who were not fit to associnte with any
woman, and such men hung about hars
and insulted the barmaids, who occupied
a peculiarly helpless position. If a man
insulted a Dbarmaid openly, there was
possibly someone amongst those in the bar
who would protect her; but a man could
lean across the bar and whisper the worst
filth imaginable to a barmaid, and she had
no protection. If she complained to the
landlord about the treatment received, she
would probably be told that she was too
particular for the business, and had
better go. The result was that she had
tolose her bread und butter. He believed
the majority of barmaids were decent, re-
spectable girls. There were as many decent
girls engaged in this trade as in any other
occupation. He did not say barmaids
were better than any other class. Some
barmaids, and perticularly those em-
ployed in private bars, were not of the
most scrupulous character. Those who
would stand most insults from the cus-
tomers were probably the most suceessful
barmaids. Hon. members should deal



350 Sale of Liquors Bill :

with barmaids in the same way as they
would deal with their own female rela-
tives. Would any hon. member like to
see his wife, daughter, or sister employed
behind a bar? If he would not, then he
should protect all women in the same
way as he would protect his own relatives.
It was the duty of the committes to legis-
late for others as they would legislate for
theinselves. A vemark had been made
that an attempt to pass this clause was
an interference with the individual rights
of women ; in other words it was upset-
ting the theory of women's rights,
because all occupations possible should
be thrown open to women, and they
should be placed on equality with men in
every respect. But although women
claimed certain rights which men were
not disposed to give them, yet they
did not forfeit the protection of men.
The position of women in bars,in this
city and elsewhere, was almost as degraded
as that of the females formerly employed
in ¢ollieries, though it did not look so bad
to the eye. In regard to the long hours
of labuur in some of the hotels of Perth,
the systemn was no better than disguised
whiteslavery. Therewas a cleardistinction
hetween an ordinary barmaid and a land-
lady attending in her own bar. The latter
was generally married, and thus had the
advantage of a husband’s protection.
She could regulate and control the house,
and could call on her servants to eject
any person insulting her; whereas a mere
dependent would not complain in such
cireumstances, lest she should forfeit her
position. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Wood) had said barmaids were
frequently prevented from obtaining
other employment owing to the objec-
tions which women generally had to
them. That perfectly true statement
was one of the best conceivable argu.
ments in favour of the abolition of
barmaids. This general objection to
barmaids on the part of their own sex
was a proof that women knew by experi.
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ence or by instinet that the business of

minding a bar was not a fit and proper
occupation for a_respectable girl to be

engaged in.
system were not fairly chargeable to the

Of course the faults of the |

individual ; but the fact that so many -
women looked with aversion on barmaids °

was a proof that there was something
radically wrong in the system. He was

i
]
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not in favowr of the immediate abolition
of barmaids. A fair method of dealing
with them would be on the system pro-
posed in the South Australian Parlia-
ment, by granting licenses to all bar-
maids engaged in the colony at the time
of the passing of the Act, and to issue
no further licenses whatsoever. Thus the
existing barmaids would gradually die
out, and their places would be filled by
men.

Mr. A. FORREST : The hon. member
who spoke last had placed the subject
before the House in a very one-sided way.
Oune would think that the fact of a
woman being a barmaid was a blot on
her character. [Mr. VospeEr said he
had not said so.] The hon. member
was strongly opposed to competition from
Asiatic labour; vet he wished to drive
some 1,500 or 2,000 white ladies out of
employment. Heappeared to consider also
that ladies who served in bars lost caste;
but some of the leading men in this
colony had got married to women who
were formerly barmaids, and very good
wives they became. Tt was no discredit
to a woman that she had to stand behind
a bar and run the risk of being insulted.
Their own wives and daughters counld
not walk the streeis of Perth or of any
other city without hearing things that
they should not hear. There was no outery
against barmaids in other parts of the
world, and it was a waste of time to
discuss the question here. He would
rather be served in a bar by a lady than
by a man with a pipe in his mouth and
his sleeves rolled up. The committee
should resent this attempt to interfere
with the liberty of the subject in Western
Australia. He did not think the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) could be in
earnest in proposing the new clause.
Hon. members would not be led away by
such clap-trap as the statement that a
lady was not safe behind a bar. Why
ghould women be turned cut of employ-
ment in favour of men? The two sexes
had an equal right 1o exist.

M=r. LEARE rose to explain that the
new clause merely affirmed a principle.
He had no objection to recognising ex-
isting contracts, if the House desired to
do so.

Mz. JAMES: The member for North-
Bast Coolgardie had put the matter
of barmaids in a very proper light. If
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any of their own lady relatives were ! influences ib bars than they were in many

inclined to seek employment in a har,
hon. members would do their best to pre-
vent it.

Mer. A. Foreest: So they would
if female relatives wanted to work ina
factory.

Mr. JAMES: And so they would if
femnale relatives desired to take in wash-
ing; but members would struggle more
strenuously to prevent their female rela-
tives from becoming barmaids than from
working in a factory or laundry. This
suggested that there wus something in
connection with the ocenpation of a bar-
maid which did not commend itself to
their judgment. No honourable man
would say that every barmaid was a
wicked woman ; but any womabn in the
position of a barmaid was exposed to great
temptatious; and ou that ground alone the
committee would be justified in passing
the clause. Having due regard, however,
to the interests of those now following
the oceupation, he moved, as an amend-
ment to the clause, that after the word
* girl” there be inserted the words, * other
than the holders of licenses hereinafter
mentioned.”” His object was 1o give a
license to evervone at that time employed
as o barmaid, and to issue no further
licenses. Women were employed in this
capacity because they were more attrac.
tive than men, as was evident from the
speech of the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A, Forrest). They acted, toa large
extent, as decoys.

Mr. A. Forresr said be had not said
80.

Mr. JAMES: The hon. member's
speech had made it clear that such was
the case.

Mer. EWING : Credit should be given
to hon. members for being serious when
they brought forward a proposul, whether
that proposal were differed from or not.
‘While it was true that the occupation of
a harmuaid was one which men would not
seek for their sisters or relatives, yet there
were many occupations that would not
he suited for sisters or relatives, although
these were occupations which must he,
and ought to be, allowed to those whe
chose to fill them. Was any serious
wrong doue to the community by allow-
ing women to be employed in bars, if
women desired to be so employed?
Women were not subject to much worse

other conditions of life. Many women
suffered in a degraded home life, solely
on account of the men who were there.
Instend of legislating for the abolition of
barmaids, it would be better to legislate
for improvement in the econduct of men,
not only towards barmaids, but towards
women generally. There were many good
women 1n bars; and, in fact, the atmo-
sphere of a bar was considerably purified
by the presence of women, who checked a
great deal of evil which would otherwise
exist; 4 woman's presence being, there-
fore, not 0 much an evil us a blessing to
the community.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): This subject was not very
enticing ; but, occupying the position he
did, he could not remain silent in this
discussion. While recognising a great
deal of truth in the observations of the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr,
Vosper) and of the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake), yet he was not going to
vote with those gentlemen when the
division took place. He looked on this
matter in a somewhat different light
from that of those members, who were
on the wrong tack in the mode of
procedure they advised the committee to
take. If the employment of barmaids
was not as pure as it should be, the
endeavour should be in the direction of
altering that state of affairs, rather than

! in prohibiting women frem engaging in

the business. If it were admitted that
in this colony there was allowed to be
carried on a i{rade in which it was unfit
for a woman to take part, it became the
duty of Parliament to alter the conditions.
Ever since he had anything to do with
publie affairs, he had objected to, or at
any rate had not supported, legislation
which found little or no place in the older,
more civilised. more enlightened, and more
eultured parts of the world. In the old
country, which was the centre of our
civilisation, where the arts and sciences
flourished, and in all the preat countries
of Burope, with their thousands of years
of civilisation, there wus no restriction on
women being employved in what we called
“Dhars.” ‘Therefore, it was premature in
this country to set up a standard which
was not recognised by the old-established
countries, nor even by our fellow citizens

_ in the Eastero parts of Australia. During
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his seven years of office us Premier, be
had never had any complaint from bar-
maids that they were subject to any
treatment which rendered it undesirable
they should earu their living in a business
which was congenial to them. He had
travelled about the world, and seen bar-
maids almost everywhere; and he had
never received anything but courtesy and
civility from them. He never saw any
action on the part of these ladies to which
he could take any great exception. In
years gone by, in this country, he had the
experience of being served at bars by
uncivil, half-dressed barmen; and he
hoped he would never have that experience
again. What ought to be done was not
to drive these women out of their employ-
ment, but to so legislate that men should
not be able to insult women. To drive
out barmaids would be to drive women
out of an employment which was coo-
genial to them, and suited to their
physique. The object should be to make
men conform to what was decent, and not
allow the brute in them to have domi-
nance, It had been said that hon. mem-
bers would notlike their daughters, sisters,
or refatives to be barmaids; but was there
not a deeper reason than that snggested
for the objection ? Nobody liked the
purveyance of liguor at all; and that
was the real reason for the ebjection to the
trade. Probably the same member who
objected to his sister taking part in the
trade would also object to hiz brother
being similarly employed. The selling
of drink was not considered one of the
highest businesses in the land, and that
was the reason why a great many people
did not like to see their relatives so en-
gaged. The member for North-East
Coolgardie had said there were men
engaged in the liguor trade who were,
what he called, “sweaters” of women.
Did it not occur to hon. members that
the remedy was to drive those sweaters
out of the place, and have decent men
engaged in the business? If what the
hon. member stated was true, the fault
lay with the administration of the law—
with the licensing bench in granting
licenses to persons who were altogether
nnfitted for the responsible position they
took up. Instead of women doing harm in
a bar, they had a purifying influence. If
men used indecent language, it could only
be on occasions when they had too much
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to drink. A man who bad any wmanliness
in him would certainly be respectful when
in the society of women. If the abomin-
able langunage, to which the member for
North-East Coolgardie and others bad
referred, took place when women were
present, some idea might be formed of
the kind of language that went on when
women were absent. No doubt the
language would be less bad when women
were present, than when they were absent.
He did not mean to say that, if he had
the selection of employment for those he
had the greatest regard for, he would de-
sire they should be barmaids. That, how-
ever, was not altogether the point. He
would not like to have anything to do
with the selling of liquor, not because of
the fact that women were the sellers, but
because he did pot like the trade. He
was not in accord with the member for
East Perth and those who thought that
Woestern Australia should take the lead
in all social legislation. His idea was
that, if we could follow at a respectful
distance in the track of progress and
civilisation, we should be doing all that
could be reasonably expected of us. He
did not expect, he did not desire, that we
should try to strike out new paths for
ourselves, far ahead of all other nations.
We were, after all, a small, almost a
primitive community, living in a far-away
part of the world. We might depend
upon it we were not the wisest people on
the earth, more learned, more cultured,
or more able than those elsewhere ; and if
we could only follow at a respectful dis-
tance in the path of progress, we should
be doing all that we were legitimately
called upon to do.

Mz. HUBBLE asked the member for
Albany to withdraw the new clause. It
was only in 1890 that barmaids were
introduced into this colony. Hon. wmem-
bers who had been speaking on the other
(the Opposition) side of the House had
not so much experience of harmaids as
he had ; more especially the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper),
who had talked in a grandiloquent style
of the way in which the girls were treated.
He (Mr. Hubble) had travelled about
from one end of the world to the other,
and had been in as good company in
the society of barmaids as in that of
girls who had been earning their living
in other walks of life. A great many
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people who went into hotels did not know [
how tn treat hbarmaids.

THE PreEvier: Those were the people |
we wanted to get hold of.

Mzr. HUBBLE: Yes; and he would
certainly oppose the amendment with the
utmost vigour, because a girl behind the
bar was just as respectable as a girl in
any other employment, whether selling
ribbons or lollies, or any other commeodity.
It was unfair to the girls behind the bar,
who were trying to earn a livelihood, to
take that livelihood from them. He
hoped the hon. member would withdraw
the new clause. |

Me. MITCHELL would strougly op-
pose the clause. If they took away the
oceupation of 1,500 to 2,000 girls, what
were these girls to do for employment 7

Mr. Simmesox: Nothing like that
number in the country.

Mr. MITCHELL: The only remedy
was to bring in a compulsory marriage
law. He did not see why they should
make a distinction between girls behind
the bar and girls bebind a counter.
There were good and bad in all occupa-
tions.

Mr. DOHERTY: Why should a
penalty he put on girls serving behind a
bar, simply to protect the gentlemen?
He would remind the Premier that
while older countries were far ahead of
us in arts and sciences, they were also far
ahead of us in vice; and if we were to
keep at a respectful distance from them
in the one case, we should certainly try to
keep ata respectful distance from them in
the other. He would vote against the
amendment in order to ensure to every
woman the liberty of choosing her own
employment. The committee could not
legislate to make them good or bad. If
a woman chose the bar for her occupation, |
she should be allowed to do so. 1

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN |
LANDS (Bon. G. Throssell) : The
object of the mover would not be attained l
if the new clanse were agreed to as 1t
stood; for, admitting that the evils of "
I
!

the drink traflic might be lessened by
doing away with barmaids, yet the mem-
ber for Albany might qualify his new
clause by stating that, if a woman or a
servant was speciaily hired for the pur- .
pose of serving out drinks, it would render
the publican liable to a fine of £20. |
Hop. members in discussing the question |
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bad only large towns in view. While he

i Sympathised with the member for Albany,

he thought many hardships would oceur
to people in the country if they passed
the clause. If the hon.” member pressed
his clavse to a division, he (the Com-
missioner) would vote with him.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The liguor
business had in it something which
appeared to him to be of a degrading
character. At the very start they looked
on it as a business which must be sub-
jected to licenses and restrictions. It was
not a free business, nor were the persons
engaged in it permitted to be free in any
respect. All countries regulated and
controlled the drink traffic, so that it was
lifted out of the sphere of those busi-
nesses in which absolute freedom was
claimed. They looked on it as a dan.
gerons business. It must be hedged
round with restrictions of every kind, and
the new clause only placed further re-
strictions on the business. They com-
pelled the publican to build a certain
house. They restricted biz hours, and
they dealt from the very start by restrict-
ing him in every way and surely it was
within the province of Parliament to
further restrict persons engaged in the
traflic. He had been a commercial traveller
for many years,and positively lived for
10 years of his life in hotels of every kind
and every class. He had had the oppor-
tunity at all hours of going into these
hotels, and the opinion be had formed
was that in bars they found the average
woman. He did not think they had any
reason to suppose thut in this particular
class of life there were more persons of
an inferior character than in any other
rank of employment. The question
which seemed to press heavily on the
some hon. members was,
what was to become of the barmaids?
He had no particular liking for any

1 occupation for ladies outside all homely

pursuits, but the liquor business was
about the lust into which he thought
wouten should intrude. If we took the
women out of the bars, we would have
to put men in to do the business; and
if the publicans paid the men as they
ought to pay them, the barmen would be
able to marry the barmaids. He did not
think it would be right to pass thiz Bill,
and say that on the 31st December the bar-
maids should cease to be employed. There
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should either be a time limit or a personal
limit. What he meant by a personal
limit was that the barmaids already
engaged should obtain alicense to remain
in the business so long as they pleased,
but that no further licenses should he
issued to women to act as Darmaids.
The Premier had spoken definitely as to
the practice in othor parts of the world.
If he (BMr. Illingworth) was correctly
informed, there were no burmaids in the
United States of Americn—at any rate,
not in the saloons—and surely the United
States were a good model for Australia
in a social question such as this. He
had travelled extensively on the continent
of FEurope, and never saw a barmaid;
in fact, there were no hars there, as we
knew them, for the hotels existed mainly
for the accommodation of travellers; and
even if they had bars, men and not
women tovk charge of them. If, as the
Premier had suggested, we should take
a lesson from older countries, yet there
were no barmaids in Paris, a place where
ladies had a very special preference given
to them. But this colony, and the Aus-
tralian colonies generally, were in a
position to lead the rest of the world on
this question, ruther than to follow. He
knew the Premier was of opinion that no
good thing could come out of Nuzareth,
and would not adopt a suggestion from
the Opposition side of the House; but
he (Mr. Ilingworth) would nevertheless
submit a few points from a paper which
he had read at a conference on the liguor
luws, held in Perth on the 25th April,
1895, which dealt with the whole prob-
lem, including the questions of harmaids
and the adulteration of liquer. In argu-
ing that the remedy for these evils was
State ownership and State control, he had
stated at the conference these points:—
My scheme is to my mind particnlarly
applicable to Western Anstralia, in this its
early history, with its vast future prospects.
Though invelving a great and vital change of
policy, it may be expressed in a few simple
propositions. (1.) The Statc to borrow suffi-
cient money at + per cent., with & sinking fund
of 2 per cent. This would pay off the Joan in
about 23 years (I estimabte ome willion for
Western Australia).
chase all licensed housces ut a fair valuation, to
be fixed on an eguitable hasis by State
valuators; and issue no more licenses. (2.)
Establish a Government hond and an excise
department with a Minister at its head, to
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imported to pass through this bond, and all
liguors manufactured to pass under the sur-
veillance of this department and to receive a
special excise brand, which shall specify
guality and guarantee purity. (3.) Make it
a criminal offience to have in possession any
liquor which has not received this excise
brand and is not of standard purity. (&)
The excise department to take control of all
existing hotels, and to open and maintain suit-
able houses for public convenience where and
when required; sach houses to pay not less
than 10 per cent. on their cost over and above
expenses ; and to provide primarily suitable
conveniences of food and shelter for man and
beast. (5.) Wheraver practicable, appoint
present landlords as managers of the houses
purchased. Make them, and all the necessary
staff, civil servants. (6.) Make it imperative
that every State hotel shall pay at least 10
per cent. upon its original cost, over and above
the expenses of its management and the cost
of its maintenance. This 10 per cent. to be
allotted thus: 4 per cent. interest, 2 per cent.
sinking fund, and 4 per ceut. towards cost of
excise department. All profits over 10 per
cent. to be devoted to the mainfenance of
hospitals and benevolent institutions, or (if
you will) to go into the gencral revenue. (7.)
Close and sell every hotel which does not pay
at least 10 per cent. Add proceeds to the
sinking fund, or nppropriate them to the
erection of hotels in new districts. The failure
to pay 10 per cent. to be deemed evidence that
such hotel is not a public necessity. On the
other hand, erect and open sunitable houses
when desired, and when the public demand
seems {o gnarantee an income above expenses
of not less than 10 per cent. Under this, the
local opfion principle would have full scope.
"T'o close & hotel wonld be to cease to patronise
it.

There could be only two reasons for the
employment of women in bars. One was
that their labour was cheaper than that of
men, and the other that they were able to
turn over more business. But the liquor
trade, far from being descrving of encour-
agement at the hands of the State, was a
dangerous business; and this motion pro-
posed to take away one of its principal
attractions. The fact that there was a
license gave the right to restrict; and it
was quite within the provinee of Parlia-
ment to restrict the trade in the way
proposed.

Mz. GREGORY : No doubt the drink
trade to a certain extent had degrading
results; but it was surely not intended by
the member for Albany that the wife of a
lessee should be prevented from serving
in her husband’s bar. The employment
of girls had a refining influence on the
trade. The bad langnage heard in bars
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where men were employed was not heard
in hars where women were enguged. Harm
was done to a greater extent to girls
employed in large factories than to girls
employed in bars; aund it was difficult to
see what could be done with the barmaids
if this clause were passed.

Mr. KENNY: The question was
simply whether the committee were justi-
fied in depriving a large number of
female colonists from earning their living.
He could not see that Parliament was
justified in taking such o step although,
he was in sympathy with the desire of
the mover.

Me. SIMPSON: The Premier's sog-
gestions were reactionary, as they usually
weré i1 regard to matters of domestic
legislation. The Premier, however, was
a little unhappy in his assertion about
the United States, were there was in fact
a combination to abolish the system of
barmaids,

Tre Premier said he had not men-
tioned the United States.

Mr. SIMPSON: Surely the Parlia-
ment of this colony, composed of men
gathered from all parts of the world,
would not say that the pursuit of selling
liquor improved & woman.

TeE PrEMIER said he had not stated
that the pursuit did improve a woman.

Me. SIMPSON: If the pursuit did
not improve a woman, what did it
do?

Mgr. DonerTY: It improved the pur-
chaser.

Mg. SIMPSON: There were many
respectable women Dehind bars, and he
had never met one of these who did not
detest the traffic. The liquor trade was
developing new features; and it might
have a certain amount of political in-
fluence with the Treasury bench.

Tae Premier: Bad motives should
not be imputed.

Mg, SIMPSON : A barmaid was a
meretricious adornment to enable a pub-
lican to sell bad liquor, and to induce
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men to take more thun they otherwise

would. Girls were never found serving

liquor in clubs, to which men went to |
satisfy their thirst, knowing they could .

get liquor of the Lest quality, and they
then went about their business. The
member for West Kimberley had said he
Jooked upon women as quite as capable
and courageous as men, That opinion
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the hon. member would be asked to
indors¢ when the guestion of women's
The
suggestion of the Premier, that the legis-
lation now proposed had not been carried
in other parts of the world, was no argu-
ment why it should not he adopted in
Australia, where the ballot, the eight
hours’ system, and other reforms had
been initiated. Up to the present, the
Government benches, from which the
oppasition to this new clanse seemed
largely to come, had failed to adduce
satisfactory reasons why this amend-
ment in the law should not be carried.
In many country places the wife and
danghter assisted in the bar, and this
was in certain cases necessary. Pro-
vision could be made in the new clause
for permitting this to be done; but so
far as the general proposition was con-
cerned, he was of opinion that the bar-
maid difficulty, as it occurred in the large
and populous parts of the empire, was a
distinet menace to civilisation. In many
cases barmaids were compelled to submit
to a species of white slavery, by the
exigencies of their position. He bad wno
knowledge of the extreme evil life
suggested by some extremely intem-
perate peeple associated with temperance
societies; but he was satisfied, from his
own experience, that in earuning their
living at this pursuit, the moral nature of
these women was graduoally depraved.
While he was of opinion that harmaids
should not be allowed in hotels, the
existing contracts should be vecognised,
and the committee should not deprive a
girl of the means of livelihood she at
present possessed.

Me. CONOLLY: Full consideration
had hardly been given to the fact that
there was a great pressure felt for
employment by women throughout the
world. Women were competing with
men in almost every walk of life, and in
a large number of cases were being
driven to employments infinitely more
degrading than serving liqguor. Then we
had always to face the question whether,
by preventing girls from serving behind
hars, we would not be inducing them to
take a lower step instead of a higher one,
If it were intended to improve the status
of women employed behind bars, this

* would be a benefit to the women ; and it

. would be more to the point for the State
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to appoint inspectors to go round the
hotels and see the manner in which these
women were treated by the landlords, and
the accommodation that was provided for
them. TFurthermore, a measure might be
introduced providing that these girls
should be allowed to work only eight
hours a day. Looking at both sides of
the question, he would be inclined to sup-
port the new clause, provided it was
modified to allow barmaids at present
employed in hotels to retain their posi-
tion.

Mgr. James said his amendment to the
clause provided for that.

M=z. WALLACE: Looking at the
queation seriously, he could not under-
gtand how anyone with the experience of
the member for Albany could bring such
a motion forward. The remarks of the
Premier went to prove that barmaids
were necessary to attend to the comfort
of people who sought accommeodation at
hotels. The member for Albany spoke
of the demoralising influence the bar had
npon women.

Mr. LEagE: Never said anything of
the kind.

Mr. WALLACE: Was therea greater
proportion of bad girls in bars than in
any other occupation ?  Bar girls had to
work long hours, so had the girls em-
ployed in tea rooms and restaurants.

Mr. LYALL HALL opposed the new
clause Dbecause it interfered with the
liberty of the subject. This was a step
in the direction of what was known as
grandmotherly legislation. The desire
of some lon. members to legislate in
favour of some occupation or business
seemed to be so great that we might
well sometimes forget we were a free
people living in a free colony. The fact
of girls being employed in bars was an

encouragement to men to visit botels and |

drink perhaps a little more than they
otherwise would do. But there were
other considerations which had been fairly
expressed already. Being in a bar did
not tend to elevate a girl’s mind. But
whose fault was that? It was the want
of legislation to stop men using filthy
or foul language in bars. We ought to
have legislation to put down filthy lan-
guage in the streets as well as in the bars.
If we turned out of employment all the
barmaids, what were these women to do?
The avenues of light employment were so
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limited that he would not curtail that
employment. Mention had been made
as to limiting the time or the contracts.
It that were done, he felt sure that on the
following day there would be 2,000 or
3,000 more Dbarmaids ebngaged at a
nominal salary. He would Like to see
the hon. menber for Albany withdraw
his proposed new clause.

Me. MONGER: The hon. member for
Albany had not submiited a reasonable
argument in introducing bis new clause.
If this was a specimen of the kind of
legislation which the member for Albany
desitred to place on the statute book,
it was to be hoped that the elevation
of that gentleman to the position of
Premier of the colony would be long
delayed. 'Was it not better to be waited
on by wowmen rather than by the
cluss of men usuvally to be found in
bars ?

None ever yet despised the sex
Who had not wronged it first.

Mz. VOSPER, in personal explanation,
said the method of debate by wisrepre-
sentation was one of the lowest forms of
discussion which ¢ould be adopted; and
vet it seemed to be the stock-in-
trade of those who opposed this amend-
ment. He had been represzented as
having condemned the whole of the
women engaged in bars ; but nothing was
further from his intention or further
from his actual words. What he had
satd was that there were women in bars,
as there were outside of them, who were
good, bad, or indifferent; but that the
tendency of the bar trade was to make
most of them indifferent and many of
them bad.

Mr., QUINLAN: The member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
complained of being misquoted, but was
himself guilty of the same offence, as he
had been the first to misquote in print
what he (Mr. Quinlan) had said in the
House a few days ago. When that mis-
quotation was published, he (Mr. Quinlan)
did not think it worth while to reply to
it; but now that the hon. member com-
plained that other members bad misquoted
him, this was a fitting opportunity for
reminding him of his own offence in that
direction.

Mg. VOSPER : If that was the hon.
member's reply, he was well satisfied with
it.
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Mr. WILSON: The principle of the
new clause ought to receive support. Tt
was the duty of members to give effect to
any proposal which would tend to

dimimsh excessive drinking, without
inflicting any serious injury on the
women engaged in the trade. Here, as

in the old country, youths were attracted
to hotels by barmaids; and the com-
mittee would be doing a good work by
removing this source of temptation. He
did not think any hon. member who
supported this amendinent would main-
tain thut barmaids were necessarily bad
women ; but it was undeniable that their
ocenpation did not tend to elevate them,

Mg, LEAKXE: Some hon. members
had not scrupled to misrepresent what he,
and those who were with him, had said,
by accusing them of stigmatising bar-
maids as a class of bad women He
indignantly denied the impeachment. No
word had passed his lips which would
justify any member in coming to that
conclusion; and it was unmanly and
unparliamentary to make such a sugges-
tion. Had there been any doubt in his
mind as to the necessity of the new
clause, that doubt was now entirely
removed by the arguments of those
opposed to the new clause. Misrepre-
sentation, when no other course was
open, had heen readily adopted by oppo-
nents of the clause; and while the clanse
had been treated as a matter requiring
serious consideration, yet what might be
called a demoralising argument had been
used against it. It was said that if bar-
maids were shut out from their calling
they would go a step lower. He had never
made use of that argument, the benefit
of which he left to those who had thought
fit to put it forward. The most solid
argument against the proposal was that,
by its adoption, a certain number of
persons would be deprived of actual
employment. He admitted the force of
that arguoment, and recognising its con-
sequences, he accepted the amendment of
the member for East Perth for recog-
nising existing contracts, with a system
of registration and license. This amend-
ment to the clause would secure the sup-
port of the hon. member for West Perth
{(Mr. Wood) and the member for North
Murchison (Mr, Kenny). None of the
girls at present employed would be de-

prived of what was admitted to bea legiti- |
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mate means of livelihood. The majority of
the girls were imported from other colo-
nies, where they had been in the business.
The new clause, as amended, could pre-
judicially affect only those girls who now
contemplated coming to this colony for
employment in bars., No solid argument
remained against the new clause, now
that existing contracts had been reeog-
nised. In submitting the clause, he was
not attacking any class of women.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The new
clanse should be supported for the reason
that, while very little gzood might be done
on the present occasiun, it was & step in
the right direction. No doubt the adop-
tion of the clause would mean hardship
to several classes of people, and in the
first instance to the girls who would he
thrown out of employment. He agreed
with the suggestion that some time should
be allowed before the new provision came
inte operation. The clause would, no
doubt, be rejected on a division, but
there bad heen a public gain in the dis-
cussion of the question.

Amendment (Mr. James’s) put and
passed.

New clause (Mr. Leuke’s), as amended,
put and division taken, with the fol-
lowing vesult : —

Ayes ... 9
Noes ... . .o 14
Majority against ... §
AYES. Noks.
Mr. Conolly My, Doherty
Mr, Nlingworth Mr. Ewing
Mr. Jumes Sir Johin Forrest
Mr. Leake Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Simpson BIr. Gregory
Br. Throssell Mr. Holl
Mr. Wilson AIr. Hooley
Mr. Wood Mr. Lefroy
Dir. Yoaper (Teller), Mr. Monger
Mr, Qats
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Quinian
Mr.

Wallace
Mr. Hubble (Taller).
New clause thus negatived.
On the motion of Mr. LEAKE, progress
was reported and leave given to sitagain.

MOTION—PLANS AND REPORTS RE
WATER SITE NEAR COOLGARDIE.
Mg. LEAKE (for Mr. llingworth), in
accordance with notice, moved, That
there be laid upon the table of the House
the plans and reports of a water site near
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Coolgardie, prepared by Messrs. Noel
Brazier, Grant, and Atkimson in 1894.
Put and passed.

IMMNIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.

Introduced by the Premieg, and read
a first time.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.

Introduced by the PrEMIER, and read
a first time.

WIDTH OF TIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by M=r. QuiNLaw, and read
a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER moved that the House,
at its rising, do adjourn until the next
Wednesday.

Put and pusszed.

The House adjourned at 11'27 pam.
until the next Wednesday (Tuesday being
a public holiday).

Fegrslutive @ounciy,
Wednesday, 10th November, 1897,

Meseage : _Assent to Bill=—Paper Presented—~Quos-
tion : Fremantle new Reservoir—Bankruptey Act
Amendment Bill; first reading—T.ocal Courts
Evidence Bill; first reading—Dog Act Amendment
Bill; second reading—Registration of Firms Bill:
in committee—Companies Act Ammendment Bill;
gecond rending ; Bill referred to Select Committee—
Excess Bill, 1886 ; flvet reading—Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the Chair at 4-30 o’clock

P.]J].

PrRAYERS.

[COUNCIL.]

Dog Act Amendment.

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO BILL.

A message from the Governor was
received and read, stating that he had
assented to the Perth Gas Company’s
Act Further Amendment Bill (private).

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Miwnisrer or Mings: Report
of the Education Departmnent for 1896.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE NEW
RESERVOIR.

Hoxn. A. KIDSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Minister of Mines:—1.
‘When the Government expected that the
tewn of Fremantle would obtain the bene-
fit of the water from the new reservoir ; and
2. When the reticulation in connecstion
with the new reservoir at Fremantle
would be completed.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
5. H. Wittenoom) replied :—r. The new
reservoir having heen completed, pipe
laying will be well advanced and probably
finished by end of January. 2. There
may be some slight delay in the reticula-
tion, owing to the loss of the ship
“ Helenslea,” which had on board a con-
signment of valves and other fitfings for
the work, but a fresh supply was cabled
for, and the makers state that they will
expedite shipment.

BANKRUPTCY ACL, 1592, AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by the Hon. A. B. Kinson,
and read a first time.

LOCAL COURTS LVIDENCE BILL.
Introduced by the How. A. B. Kinsow,
and read a first time,

DOG ACT, 1883, AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : In moving the second
reading of this Bill, few words from me
will suffice to explain it. It is an exceed-
ingly simple Bill, to amend the Dog Act
of 1883. It is proposed that the Bill
shall come into force on 1st December,
1897. The principle of the Bill is simply
that, outside of municipalities, the roads
board shall have the power of collecting
the dog tax and using the fees for their
own purposes. That is the gist of the



